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APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 20th April 2026  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present: D Wallace, J. Fletcher, G Drummond, H. Kershaw, A. McIntyre 
Members Online: H. Foxen, C Wood 
Apologies: E. Phipps, D McKendrick, G Middelton 
Formartine Area Councillors Present: Cllr Hassan 
Formartine Area Councillors Online: Cllr Johnston. Cllr Nicol 
Apologies: Cllr Ritchie 
Visitors: Chris Cromar (Press & Journal) 
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and reminded that to all matters should be addressed through 
the chair. Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees.  
Chris Cromar (P&J) introduced himself and said he attended the meeting to see the 
workings of Community Councils. 
 
2. Chairman’s Remarks  
The Chairman thanked all attendees for making the meeting. 
Please remember when any BCC member sends an email internally or externally always 
copy the BCC address. 
BCC are delighted with the support of Aberdeenshire Council have given us during the 
cleaning and tidy up of the Country Park after the withdrawal of the gypsy travelling 
community. 
 
A lot of speculation has arisen after the article from the P&J about Blackdog “revealing” a 
large development may start as soon as this year. 
Cllr Hassan in an email to the BCC said he wanted to flag the BCC regarding the front page 
of today’s P&J an article about Blackdog “revealing” a large development may start as soon 
as this year. 
Having discussed the matter with lead Planning Officers (away from my colleagues given 
this is of a planning nature), it has been concluded that this story is incorrect. All that has 
happened is the person behind the proposal has submitted a “bid” for the next Local 
Development Plan, therefore, no chance of it ‘starting this year’ and potentially no chance of 
it starting at all. I have already written a complaint to the Chief Editor of the Press and 
Journal expressing strong concerns (this really should not have happened !!). 
Both Cllr Nicol and Cllr Johnston commented on the fact that the original business and 
industrial planning in principle at Blackdog encompassed 37.5 acres and it was stated in the 
P&J that the site proposal was 200 acres, this would require clarity from the developers 
(Ashfield) and this will come about when or if an application is made to the planning service 
who will then inform the people from the local area. Cllr Johnston said in the meantime it 
would be a good thing for the BCC to ask questions of the developer and possibly attain 
more details from them. 
ACTION: A McIntyre to make contact with the Ashfield the developer and ask them to keep 
BCC informed of any meetings or further advancement that may take place. 
 
 
 



BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

 

2 
 

3. Police Matters & Report Review (H.Foxen) 
From Police Scotland 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL ENGAGEMENT Inverurie Police Station Blackhall Road Aberdeen 
AB51 3QD Recently I have received several correspondences in relation to our attendance 
at Community Council meetings across North East Division and the update reports we 
provide. This has caused me to review our current arrangements with a view to ensuring we 
are as visible as possible and that products provided are meaningful to the Community 
Council being updated. Undertaking this review, I found that across the board we were doing 
our best to attend where possible and tailor our reports to the audience. However, due to 
operational demands and the lack of a formal agreement our attendance was often sporadic 
and reports were sometimes missed. In discussing the way forward with my Local Area 
Commanders, members of the community and elected officials, I made clear my desire to 
ensure we were able to sustain visibility to the Community Councils as I believe this is key in 
maintaining effective communication channels and confidence in our policing service. 
Throughout these conversations I was also honest in that with over 100 Community Councils 
across the north east, we were not going to be able to service every meeting. The 
conclusion of my review was that I would commit my Local Area Commanders to ensure the 
following: 1. Attendance at every Community Council meeting at least once every 6 months 
2. Creation and distribution of a localised police report, specific to the Community Council 
area once a quarter. As I’m sure everyone will understand, operational demands may on 
occasion influence attendance. Where this is the case, I expect the relevant Officer to 
OFFICIAL OFFICIAL contact the Community Council to arrange attendance at the next 
meeting. The specifics for the attendance at the meetings I will leave for the relevant 
Community Policing Teams to arrange. Although we will operate a templated report to 
continue to ensure we report items of relevance against our Policing Plan, I would expect 
there to be an ongoing dialogue between Community Councils and their Officers with regard 
to items of specific interest they would like updates on. To ensure clarity going forward I 
have provided a list of contacts for each area below. I hope these arrangements will be 
agreeable to our Community Councils, who we hold in very high regard, providing a clear 
commitment we will adhere to wherever possible. My intention would be to review these 
arrangements after the first 2 quarters of the next Financial Year, and I would be keen to 
hear any feedback on progress 
 
Police Scotland Crime Prevention Officers continue to see a rise in fuel thefts across all 
areas of the country. Much of this can be attributed to the recent in fuel prices and 
speculation about potential fuel shortages. All types of fuel are being targeted from domestic 
heating oil, petrol and diesel to vehicle tanks to commercial fuels stored on farms and 
construction sites. 

Catalytic Converter Theft: Catalytic converters are devices fitted to vehicle exhausts to 
reduce the amount of dangerous gases emitted. They are targeted by thieves as they 

contain valuable metals. 

Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be 
prioritised by Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention Officer, 
Amanda Richardson, northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk 
Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101) 
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they 
may be recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 
 

mailto:northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk
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Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded or inform the 
BCC or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 

 
4. Registered Attendees and Visitor Items 

None 
 

5. Planning Report (G.Middleton) 
G Middleton not present 
Application at Potterton for a Café 
 
6. Treasurer Update & Funding Updates (E Phipps)  
E Phipps not present 
Balmedie Country Park Path Upgrade  
Fully funded and Contractor tasked with the Path Project is waiting for the weather to be 
more favourable before commencing. 
Potterton Community Centre Shed Replacement. 
Shed has been levelled and taken away, the underpinnings were bricks, the footings have to 
remanufactured. G Drummond will organise the new footings fabrication and when in place 
the shed will be ready to install. The shed could be in place by end of May.  
A discussion whether step or a slope would be best suited, Conclusion was the slope would 
be best. 
H Foxen will be the initial key holder. 
New Benches 
G Drummond will organise his workers to concrete the 6 bases for the benches towards the 
end of April and the benches will be in place by the beginning of May. 
ICE House Benches 
ACTION Completed: E Phipps has applied to the Coastal Community Fund for the above. 
Bowling Club: For the new windows applications to the Lottery, Landfill and EB Scotland 
funds will be applied to. 
Administration Grant 
ACTION Ongoing: E Phipps to check if the examples are within the spend criteria with C 
Young (AC). 
 
7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (J Fletcher) 
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and minor 
modifications agreed. Proposed for approval by H Kershaw and seconded by D Wallace. 
 
8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher)  
Traveller Situation 
ACTION Completed: Cllr Hassan was asked on an update on the Traveller Situation at 
Balmedie Beach area, “Following the recent unauthorised encampment, an inspection of the 
area has been undertaken. The standard of work completed to tidy and reinstate the site is 
pleasing.  
Overall, the area has been left in a good condition and there are now no major issues 
requiring further rectification. One issue identified during the inspection is that a section of 
fencing separating the parking spaces was cut down. This will require replacement and we 
are currently making enquiries to confirm the cost of replacement fencing. Special mention is 
made of The Sand Bothy and their volunteers, who provided significant support with litter 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/
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picking. Their contribution went above and beyond expectations and was invaluable in 
helping to clear the site efficiently. This has been a great example of effective joint 
collaboration between services, and I would like to extend thanks to all those involved for 
their support and positive engagement. Overall, the response and clean-up following the 
encampment has been effective, and the site is now in an acceptable condition.” 
 
BLC Room Hire All BCC members were in favour of paying for the hire of a meeting room  
ACTION Completed: D Wallace to find out what the hire rate for the BLC room. Awaiting 
invoice from BLC 
Belhevie Notice Board  
A new backing for the notice board has been ordered and this will replace the existing board 
which was the cause of the leakage. 
 
9. General Projects Ongoing  
Potterton Shed: (Ref item 6) 
Belhelvie Bowling Green (Ref item 6) 
Balmedie Country Park Path Upgrade (Ref item 6) 
New Benches (Ref item 6) 
The 2 outstanding benches, once received, will be sited on the path towards the Ice House 
and next to the Ice House. 
Ice House Project: Possible project by BCC to be checked with D Mundie (AC), possible 
funding from Coastal Communities Fund to paint the inside and general tidy up. 
ACTION Completed: J Fletcher sent email on 16th April to D Mundie and copied O Deeming 
to check if this project is possible and do AC have any plans for the ice house. Awaiting an 
answer from the above. 
 
10. External Meeting Feedback 
Country Park Meeting 15th April 2026 (A McIntyre/D Wallace) 
N Shirran outlined the planned improvements to the Balmedie beach area. 
Active travel path Improvements; Park entrance upgrades 
North toilet block, refurbishment & shelter area 

South Toilet Block demolition & Installation of Modular Changing Places Toilet + 2 
Accessible/Unisex Toilets;  

Aires Motorhome Site;  

BBQ Site Upgrade;  

EV Charging Points;  

Bike Amenities;  

Branding & Signage Upgrades;  

Soft Landscaping; and Enhancing biodiversity & Removal of Invasive Plant Species 
N Shirran sent an email asking for a Letter of Support on behalf of the BCC for the Balmedie 
Infrastructure Project application to the Visit Scotland Tourism Infrastructure Project Fund 
(RTIF), all BCC members agreed to the support of the project 
The Belhelvie Community Council (BCC) are in full support of this Infrastructure Project as 
detailed on the Masterplan provided and also in support of the associated funding 
application you are in the process of preparing.   
It should be noted however that the BCC still have concerns related to the security, 
management and administration of the Aires Motorhome proposal at the South End of the 
Country Park. 
ACTION: D Wallace to send a letter of support for the Project. 
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11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
Formartine Partnership Meeting and AGM 23rd April 2026 (H Foxen). 
BCT AGM 27th April 2026 @ Sand Bothy 07:30pm 
Balmedie South Proposal of Application Notice 30th April 2026 (J Fletcher/D Wallace) 
Formartine Community Council Forum Next Meeting 13th May 2026 
(D Wallace A McIntyre) 
 
12. New Correspondence & Communications 
Only communications that require actions from the BCC will be noted along with the BCC 
member responsible to action it.  
Cultivating a healthy culture around conflict 22nd April 2026, all BCC members invited. 
 
13. AOB 

None 
 
Meeting closed @ 20:46 
 
NB These April 2026 minutes were approved at the 25th May 2026 BCC Meeting. 
The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 29h June 2026 at 7.00pm F2F at Balmedie 
Leisure Centre and Online through MS Teams.  
 
Prior to the monthly meeting we are holding our Annual General Meeting starting at 
6.30pm.  Visitors welcome. 
 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 

mailto:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com
http://www.belhelviecc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil
https://belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html

