BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 16™ March 2026

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex Mcintyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood

Members Present: D Wallace, E. Phipps, J. Fletcher,

G Middelton, H. Kershaw D McKendrick

Members Online: H. Foxen, C Wood

Apologies: A. Mcintyre, G Drummond

Formartine Area Councillors Present: None

Formartine Area Councillors Online: ClIr Hassan, Clir Johnston
Apologies: Clir Nicol (sabbatical), Clir Ritchie

Visitors: Bill Murray (Leisure Centre)

1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees
All attendees were welcomed and reminded that to all matters should be addressed through
the chair. Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees.

2. Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman thanked all attendees for making the meeting. He apologised that the online
meeting was not functioning and it was decided to continue the meeting and keep trying with
the online

Started online meeting 30 minutes into BCC meeting.

3. Police Matters & Report Review (H.Foxen)

No Police Presence.

The Police Reports are sent out quarterly, next report April.

Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be
prioritised by Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention Officer,
Amanda Richardson, northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk

Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101)
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues

Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they
may be recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback.

Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded or inform the
BCC or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police.

Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111.
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website
https.//www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

4. Registered Attendees and Visitor Iltems

Bill Murray (Balmedie Leisure Centre) The BLC has had several meetings with the
electricity people at AC, unfortunately the BLC are unable to prove that the bills are wrong,
AC are adamant they are correct. BLC has had a new meter installed as the smart meter is
faulty and they have been supplying monthly readings, AC have agreed to fix the smart
meter. BLC have asked for a payment plan and it has been agreed and they are awaiting
what this will be. B Murray has a meeting with his treasurer to see whether they can still
continue with the asset transfer and licence to occupy. BLC are looking for a start up grant or
fund that they could access to get them going with the library with alterations and equipment.
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The storage areas round the back of the BLC are nearly completed, generator is up and
running and the next phase is hopefully extending the Coffee Shop.

5. Planning Report (G.Middleton)
Validated
e Parkview Potterton - Removal of Sunroom and alterations and extension to house
¢ Land at Balmedie South (Eigie Road) part of OP1 & OP2 Residential development
and open spaces
e Site North of Leanach Whitecairns change of use from agricultural land to form motor
home pitches, glamping pods and associated infrastructure including toilets
e Middlemuir Farm Whitecairns Erection of agricultural building
Decided
e South Manse Panmure Gardens Potterton Extension to house Approved

6. Treasurer Update & Funding Updates (E Phipps)

Coastal Communities Fund now open with £117,000 available funding.

Developer Obligation Monies

Laura Gaels (Formartine Rural Partnership) is the sole person in negotiation with the Battery
Operator for communities DO Funds. D Wallace said this should be brought up at the
Formartine Community Council Forum to let other councils in the loop.

ACTION: A Mcintyre

Balmedie Country Park Path Upgrade

Fully funded and Contractor tasked with the Path Project is waiting for the weather to be
more favourable before commencing.

Potterton Community Centre Shed Replacement.

WG Patterson selected as contractor with Quote /Estimate of £11,940

Less funding

Formartine Area Committee Budget 2025/26 £2,877

Lottery awards for all £5,360

Total £8,237

Leaving a shortfall of £3,703

ACTION Completed: J Fletcher communicate with BCT (J Nicol /R Nicol) explaining how
this project is doing on and possible funding for the short fall required.

With kind thanks this has been agreed and will be paid by the BCT.

ACTION Completed: H Foxen to find out where the contents of the shed may be stored until
new build is in place, awaiting the timeline for the removal of the old shed.

New Benches

6 Benches have been received and are with G Drummond. Template has been fabricated
ACTION Completed: J Fletcher to get the template from G Drummond and use it to mark
the position of 6 benches. The benches will be installed in the coming weeks weather
dependent.

ACTION Completed: A Mcintyre to send the siting of the benches to G Drummond.

The 2 outstanding benches will be funded on a separate request to the Formartine Rural
Partnership (FRP) when the application window opens in April.

ACTION: E Phipps to follow up on the application.

Bowling Club: Amount required for new windows is £6255.37p for supply and the members
will fit for free, tried to get funding from the Coastal Communities Fund but because it is not
on the coast they will not help, will try the Landfill Fund and EB Scotland.

Administration Grant
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BCC have to have some spend criteria before they may make a claim. Examples given are
microsoft licences, printer paper, printer cartridges for members. Agreed that all members
may claim for the examples with given receipts.

Another idea was to pay for the use of the room at the BLC that the BCC use.

ACTION: E Phipps to check if the examples are within the spend criteria with C Young (AC).
ACTION: D Wallace to find out what the hire rate for the BLC room.

7. Comments /| Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (J Fletcher)
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and minor
modifications agreed. Proposed for approval by H Kershaw and seconded by G Middleton.

8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher)

ACTIONS Completed ref Item 6

Farming neighbours during the snow

ACTION Completed: C Wood has told the farmers involved to get in touch with Phillip
McKay (AC Roads).

9. General Projects Ongoing

Potterton Shed: (Ref item 6)

Belhelvie Bowling Green (Ref item 6)

Balmedie Country Park Path Upgrade (Ref item 6)

New Benches (Ref item 6)

The 2 outstanding benches, once received, will be sited on the path towards the Ice House
and next to the Ice House.

Ice House Project: Possible project by BCC to be checked with D Mundie (AC), possible
funding from Coastal Communities Fund to paint the inside and general tidy up.

ACTION: J Fletcher to email D Mundie and copy O Deeming to check if this is possible and
that AC do not have have plans for the ice house

10. External Meeting Feedback

Country Park Meeting 10" March 2026 (D Wallace/ J Fletcher) 6pm online

Started with Neil Shirran (AC) giving the project update of the Balmedie Infrastructure
Regional Tourism Infrastructure Fund (RTIF). It has been scaled down into 2 phases, phase
1 would be upgrade of existing north toilets and car park, phase 2 would entail the south
toilets and motor home site. Ana Gracia (AC) spoke about biodiversity and the cultural
heritage, managing the visitor facilities, awareness and educational projects and the whole
site.

Rerouting of the Ice House path will be completed within a week. There is an issue of 2
missing bins from the Country Park.

They have completed coppicing of the willow trees

Balmedie South Proposal of Application Notice 26" March 2026 (G Middleton)

There are 13 bids some are not for housing, 2 are for employment opportunities and one is
for tourism, at present we do not know if any will be granted. There is a call for ideas
whether you are an individual, part of a community group or other organisation, share your
thoughts about the Local Development Plan (LDP) which will be in place from 2029 until
2039, this call for ideas is from now until the end of March 2027. What AC have said is do
not bother having opinions on these bids as they may not all happen, it is also not open for
comment at this time.
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11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training

Balmedie South Proposal of Application Notice proposed housing development by
Barratts for the south side of Balmedie. Public Information/consultation meetings planned for
30" April 2026 at the Balmedie Leisure Centre. TBA

Formartine Community Council Forum (D Wallace A Mclintyre)

Next Meeting 13" May 2026

Formartine Partnership Meeting 19" March 2026 (H Foxen) Meeting Cancelled

12. New Correspondence & Communications

Only communications that require actions from the BCC will be noted along with the BCC
member responsible to action it.

12" March J Fletcher send the Village Enhancement Report to C Young (AC)

16" March AC have a new interim Area Manager Sarah Rochester to replace A Rowe, she
will be invited to attend our meetings.

16" March G Drummond, confirming the date for the bench footings for the installation
Wednesday 25™ March. Confirmed with E Phipps to proceed with the manufacture of the
Potterton Shed and a survey of under the plinth under the old shed will be completed

27" February E mail from ClIr Hassan, Link to Online Petition for Public Transport
https://www.petitiononline.uk/balmedie_public_transport_disaster?fbclid=lwY2xjawQOvhhle
HRuUA2FIbQIxMQBicmIkKETBGNHZJUGS50TIBLYzczRIF2¢3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjlyMDM5MT
c40DIwMDg5MgABHgX-JYvUzxixa4dXoWd0S4IrlgghcEAOmMcd3-
SbQ_eyVS4p7R10hOHNvcGpfC_aem xyrMvCGzV3wn8gvxgotJJA

13. AOB

NB This March meeting was late in starting due to some unforeseen circumstances relating
to a local Balmedie Resident, who had not advised the BCC of his presence or the topic he
wanted to discuss, he then tried to disrupt the order of the agenda and some unsavoury
words were said to a few of the Community Councillors.

ACTION: D Wallace to be in communication with the new AC Area Manager and R
McGregor (AC Roads Dept).

Horse Ride Balmedie Park

Attention was drawn to the fact that there will be a horse ride from Balmedie to Newburgh
and back on the Sunday 22" March, there will be 15 horses and the trailers will be parked
on the grass beyond the gate of the south toilets, there will be a few markers put up and then
removed after the completion of the ride, any dung within the park will be tidied up.
Balmedie Primary School

The recruitment process is under way for a new Head Teacher at Balmedie Primary School

Meeting closed @ 21:02

NB These March 2026 minutes were approved at the 20" April 2026 BCC Meeting.
The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 18" May 2026 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie
Leisure Centre and Online through MS Teams.

Visitors welcome.

Belhelvie Community Council

Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the Teams Link

Web: www.belhelviecc.orq.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil

Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html
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