BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 16" February 2026

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex Mcintyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood

Members Present: D Wallace, E. Phipps, J. Fletcher A. Mcintyre, G Drummond
G Middelton, H. Kershaw

Members Online: H. Foxen, C Wood

Apologies: D McKendrick

Formartine Area Councillors Present: None

Formartine Area Councillors Online: Clir Hassan

Apologies: Clir Nicol (sabbatical), Clir Johnston, CliIr Ritchie

Visitors:None

1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees

All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the
chair. Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees. Chairman apologised for the online
problems during the last meeting and agreed to arrange a meet in the Leisure Centre to
check out the communication system.

ACTION Completed: Checked the communications at the Leisure Centre on 13" February
2026 and all OK, no one to log on if in the F2F meeting as this causes interference.

2. Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman thanked all attendees for making the meeting and welcomed Co-opted
member H Kershaw as a full member of the BCC.

Chair to contact AC Area Manager over the prevailing mis-communication of information by
AC relating to LDP meetings where their own communicational protocols were again not
followed, resulting in the CC not being made directly aware of an Application Notice meeting
in our area of influence until after the meeting was held and not from AC. (As the statutory
body for this area we should be the first group to be notified directly on AC Planning

matters.)

3. Police Matters & Report Review (H.Foxen)
No Police Presence.
The Police Reports are sent out quarterly

Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be
prioritised by Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention Officer,
Amanda Richardson, northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk

Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101)
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues

Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they
may be recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback.

Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded and tell the BCC
or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police.

Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111.
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/
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4. Registered Attendees and Visitor Items
None

5. Planning Report (G.Middleton)

Validated

New House at Land north of Kepplestone Croft Belhelvie

Formation of short game area south east of Trump Clubhouse

Decided

None

2029 Local Development Plan

AC began work on the 2029 LDP last year and have carried out an audit on all existing sites
with current planning permission to determine what has been commenced and what has yet
to be started.

They also put out a “call for sites” (over 4 homes) and have received 13 requests for
consideration for inclusion in the LDP These are NOT approved, only under consideration
and not open for comment at this time.

In addition there is a “call for ideas” open until March whereby ACC are looking for
communities to register any ideas they may have around the planning process related to
building development works in our area.

All of the above information and details are freely available on Aberdeenshire Council
website.

6. Treasurer Update & Funding Updates (E Phipps)

Ongoing fund-raising efforts for Potterton Shed and Belhelvie Bowling Club Building Refurb
Further dialogue with FRP on potential Community Benefit package from the BESS and
Timeline.

Balmedie Country Park Path Upgrade

Fully funded and Contractor tasked with the Path Project is waiting for the weather to be
more favourable.

Potterton Community Centre Shed Replacement.

ACTION Completed: G Drummond got quotes from 5 Suppliers a fixed price full spec for
removal of the old shed and replacement of the new one.

Discussion followed of the 5 quotes received to G Drummond and the chosen quote that was
best fitted for the purpose has a cost of which totalled £12216.00 including VAT. At present
the BCC has raised £8000 so there is a short fall of £4216.00. After another discussion there
was an idea that if the BCT could take on the project and as they are a charity then the
project would be void of VAT and also ask BCT if they could fund the remaining £2180.00.
NB In addition to this G Drummonds Company NSEA Engineering will donate the Electrical
Works, a 5 Lever mortise lock and window locks and external non slip steps fabricated and
installed totalling £1500.00.

ACTION: J Fletcher to communicate with BCT (J Nicol /R Nicol) explaining about and taking
this project on and possible funding for the short fall required.

ACTION: H Foxen to find out where the contents of the shed may be stored until new build
is in place

New Benches

6 Benches have been received and are with G Drummond. Template has been fabricated
ACTION: J Fletcher to get the template from G Drummond and use it to mark the position of
6 benches. The benches will be installed in the coming weeks weather dependent.
ACTION: A Mcintyre to send the siting of the benches to G Drummond.
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The 2 outstanding benches will be funded on a separate request to the Formartine Rural
Partnership (FRP) when the application window opens in April.
ACTION: E Phipps to follow up on the appliocation.

Bowling Club:

As above, amount required to fund is £6255.37p from possibly Landfill, EB Scotland or BCT.
ACTION Completed G Middleton to communicate with BCT on possible help with funding
for this project

7. Comments /| Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (J Fletcher)
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and minor
modifications agreed. Proposed for approval by E Phipps and seconded by D Wallace

8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher)

Administration Grant from AC

ACTION Completed: E Phipps sent an expense report to AC.

Formartine Community Council Forum Meeting Speeding Issue

ACTION Completed: A.Mcintyre to get the subject on the FCCF meeting agenda.
ACTION Completed: D.Wallace to raise the subject at the FCCF meeting.(ref item 10)

9. General Projects Ongoing

Potterton Shed: (Ref item 6)

Belhelvie Bowling Green (Ref item 6)

Balmedie Country Park Path Upgrade (Ref item 6)

New Benches (Ref item 6)

The 2 outstanding benches, once received, will be sited on the path towards the Ice House
and next to the Ice House.

10. External Meeting Feedback

Local Development Plan (G Middleton) ref item 5

Formartine Community Council Forum (D Wallace)

Newly installed Police Area Commander Gareth Hannan addressed the meeting and gave a
committed presentation requesting support from Community Councils to help them with their
policing efforts across the Shire. CC contact should be made through the Community
Policing Officers (CPQ's) assigned to each Ward (Formartine in our case). Names of all
CPO's will be notified to each CC through AC.

A Q&A session was held at the end of his presentation where we raised the question on
whether the recently imposed 20mph speed limits within built up areas had been effective .
He responded positively in that there had been a reduction of speeding offences recorded
since the new restrictions were introduced.

A meeting of all CC Secretaries will be organised by AC to go over future communicational
protocols.

Ythan CC raised an Insurance concern related to the recently introduced Grit Bin adoption
scheme and received support from other CC's who had taken up the scheme.

The AC Community Benefit Strategy Reference Group Invitation was rolled out by Reid
Hutchinson.

Next Meeting 13" May 2026
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11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training

Country Park Meeting 10" March 2026 (D Wallace/ J Fletcher) 6pm online

BCT AGM 27" April 2026 TBA

Balmedie South Proposal of Application Notice proposed housing development by
Barratts for the south side of Balmedie. Public Information/consultation meetings planned for
26" March and 30" April 2026 at the Balmedie Leisure Centre. TBA

12. New Correspondence & Communications
Only communications that require actions from the BCC will be noted along with the BCC
member responsible to action it.

13. AOB

C Wood brought up the subject about her farming neighbours helping out during snow
storms, she asked A Mcintyre (Resilience Group) if there was a plan on which roads were
cleared in what order. A Mclntyre said there was no plan for this. Clir Hassan was asked if
there was a council callout list that they could subscribe to and see if there was any
renumeration given by the council to cover their expenses.

G Drummond said that farmers are not individually contacted, the council contact a large
Contractor to do the work, they then sub-contract farmers therefore the council doesn’t deal
with farmers directly. The farmers would have to sign up to a contractor list, they would then
be called out and given an area to cover.

ACTION: C Woods was advised by ClIr Hassan to get in touch with Phillip McKay AC Roads
Department.

Bus Complaint Procedure

16" February Nick Tiplady Engagement Manager (Traffic Commissioner Corporate Office
Office of the Traffic Commissioner)

Complaints about bus and coach operators are best sent to https://bususers.org/, through
whom you can find Bus Users Scotland, who will make sure your complaint is handled fairly,
and as quickly as possible.

In order for them to help, you will need to have already complained to the company itself
Country Park Survey to be filled in individually not as a group.

Light Pollution Issue in Potterton

G Drummond reported that a lady stopped in past his office and left a message for the BCC
complaining about the light pollution on the B999 road in Potterton, there are a series of high
powered lights shining towards Aberdeen which is creating an environmental health
problem. The lady did not leave her details and if she returns the BCC need to guide her to
Roads and Environmental Health Department.

Meeting closed @ 21:25

NB These February 2026 minutes were approved at the 16" March 2026 BCC Meeting.
The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 20" April 2026 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie
Leisure Centre and Online through MS Teams.

Visitors welcome.

Belhelvie Community Council

Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the Teams Link

Web: www.belhelviecc.orq.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil

Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html
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