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APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 17th November 2025  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present: D Wallace, E. Phipps, J. Fletcher A. McIntyre, G Drummond, 
D McKendrick, G Middelton, 
Members Online: H. Foxen 
Apologies: C Wood, H. Kershaw (at Bus Forum Meeting) 
Formartine Area Councillors Present: Cllr Hassan 
Formartine Area Councillors Online: Cllr Johnston, Cllr Ritchie 
Apologies: Cllr Nicol. 
 
Visitors: Bill Murray (BLC), Audrey Chalmers, David Stemp  
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed 
through the chair. Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees 
 
2. Chairman’s Remarks  
The Chairman thanked all attendees for making the meeting. Post meeting note of a 
proposal around the Community Service Awards was sent out by the Chairman. The 
responses received from members will be discussed at the December Monthly 
Meeting. 
 
3. Police Matters & Report Review (H.Foxen) 
No Police Presence. 
The Quarterly Police Report will be out in sometime November, H Foxen has 
emailed the Police to get a contact name but received no reply, she will try and find 
out when the report will be published and send it to all BCC members. 
Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be 
prioritised by Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention 
Officer, Amanda Richardson, northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk 
 
Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to 
Police (101) 
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
 
Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area 
so they may be recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 
 

Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded and tell 
the BCC or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 
111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland 

mailto:northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk
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website https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 

 
4. Registered Attendees and Visitor Items 
Balmedie Leisure Centre/ Library (B Murray) 
B Murray attended the meeting and gave a quick up to date on the BLC 
The trees received from the Woodland Trust will be planted at the west end of the 
main pitch to try and alleviate some of the flooding. AC Landscape Services have 
agreed that drains may be installed on Landscape Services land and also agreed to 
take two metres either side of the track for emergency vehicles. B Murray met D 
Mundie and the Ranger and they have ear marked where the trees will be planted 
and this will be done shortly.  
The library personnel have not been able to shift all the things required to advance 
the plans by the BLC so Legal have put LTO (licence to occupy) on hold. The library 
boiler was faulty but has now been fixed and is working very efficiently. B Murray 
reported that a few groups have been interested in the library, which is looking 
positive. The play area at the back of the BLC has been extended and made it more 
inclusive wheel chair friendly. The 10% has been paid for the Funding from EB 
Scotland and has been entered for the generator housing, garage for the ground 
maintenance equipment and internal storage for the coffee shop. B Murray had a 
meeting with A Roe and N Boal (both AC) about the electricity bills, the last 10-15 
years BLC have had problems in getting electricity bills on time 18 months to a year 
is not uncommon, there is no bill it is just an invoice. A letter of complaint was put to 
the Electrical Supplier and an email was sent in return saying the owed amount was 
£18,000 which was disputed, another letter arrived saying BLC had underpaid since 
2023 and that a bill of £26,500 was due and also £2,500 for the following quarter. His 
meeting with AC was quite productive and they agreed that some of the bills were 
correct and will be paid, others will be cross referenced and double checked. 
Balmedie Bus  
Audrey Chalmers a Balmedie resident came to the meeting to explain there had 
been several times that buses to and from Balmedie have either been late or not 
turned at all, she has tried to get in touch with the bus company but has received 
nothing in reply. H Kershaw who deals with the bus matters for the BCC is at the Bus 
Forum Meeting tonight. 
ACTION: J Fletcher to email H Kershaw to see if he could pop in past and collect the 
times and dates of complaints from Audry Chalmers. 
 
5. Planning Report (As G.Middleton) 
Validated none 
Decided A number of changes to house types in the new Kirkwood estate at 
Blackdog were approved 
Longdrum Whitecairns demolition of agricultural buildings and erection of 3 new 
houses approved 
Cannatars Whitecairns steading conversion- approved. 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/
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6. Treasurer Update & Funding Updates (E Phipps)  
H Foxen received payment of £320 from the Formartine Rural Partnership to be 
used for water carriers for the Potterton Green Fingers, the sum of money given was 
a mistake it should have been £230 but the FRP allowed her to keep the whole 
amount which will be used for planters.  
Balmedie Country Park Path Upgrade and New Benches: E Phipps & D Wallace 
had a site visit with D Mundie (AC) and Contractor J Duncan, the path will have 
tarmac continued from the Sensory Garden to the Old Road. No money has been 
given yet. Coastal Communities Challenge Fund have requested online inception 
meeting prior to finalising any grant offer.  
Potterton Community Centre Shed Replacement. 
H Foxen has been in touch with N Boal (AC) who told her that the facility is classed 
as Aberdeenshire Councils as it has lighting from the Potterton CC building. N Boal 
asked what the issues were in the need to replace the shed and this was explained 
to him by H Foxen, he then stated he had no problem with it being replaced as long 
as there was a clear arrangement of ownership and security and access rights. 
Cllr Johnston was asked if he knew who owned the shed and he said when the 
nursery folded due to cost cutting exercise by AC most of the equipment is owned by 
user groups but the shed is owned by Aberdeenshire Council, the Head of Service 
Community Learning and Development. 
ACTION 1: P Johnston to find out the name of Head of Service Community Learning 
and Development. 
ACTION 2: BCC to approach the Battery Farm Operator about development 
obligation monies to fund the shortfall for a new replacement shed as a part to 
resolve to consider repair of the existing shed due to time restraints on the Lottery 
funding award. 
ACTION 3: A McIntyre to ask BCT if they might be interested in taking on this 
project. 
ACTION 4: E Phipps to try for another joiner/contractor 
ACTION 5: H Foxen to get the key for the shed and get in  touch with N Boal (AC) 
about the repair 
Belhelvie Bowling Club: G Middleton awaiting quotes from I Muirden and G Isaccs 
for windows and doors/site survey, there is a possibility that the tradesmen affiliated 
to the club will do the work free gratis.  
 
7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (J Fletcher) 
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and minor 
modifications agreed. Proposed for approval by A McIntyre and seconded by D 
Wallace. 
 
8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (D.McKendrick)  
Funding Opportunities 
Several funding opportunities newsletters received from AC waiting for response 
from BCT, BLC, Balmedie congregational Church to see if they want to be on a 
contacts list for funding opportunities. 
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ACTION Ongoing: E Phipps to compile a funding contacts list for those (BCT, BLC 
etc) who want to receive these emails forwarded from BCC. Action transferred to E. 
Phipps due to C Wood’s sabbatical. 
Belhelvie Notice Board ACTION Completed has now been replaced, Thanks to G 
Drummond and his team. 
Developers Obligations (Kirkwood, Blackdog) 
Discussion as to whether there are any DO funds available from Kirkwood Homes or 
has the money been given back to the Developer. 
ACTION: Cllr Hassan to follow up this situation with D Sutherland (AC). 
Local Development Plan 
ACTION: G Middleton/ D Wallace to arrange a meeting with AC Planning 
Department to discuss LDP and changes in the new planning system. 
 
9. Ongoing Projects Ongoing  
Potterton Shed: (Ref item 6) 
Belhelvie Bowling Green (Ref item6) 
Balmedie Benches G Drummond will fabricate a template which will be used to 
position the benches. E Phipps to procure all 8 benches once the funding has been 
fully confirmed. 
Belhelvie Notice Board (ref item 8) 
 
10. External Meeting Feedback 
BCT Meeting 25th November 2025 no one from BCC attended this meeting. 
 
 
 
11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
Formartine Community Council Forum 19th November 2025 attending (A 
McIntyre/D Wallace) 
Balmedie Country Park Meeting 25th November 2025(D Wallace, A McIntyre, J 
Fletcher) 
12. New Correspondence & Communications 
22nd October Reply to D Wallace asking an update on Mario Chirumamilla’s visa 
22nd October Reply from D Mundie about path improvement 
24th October D Mundie meeting at Balmedie Library 5th November 2025 08:30am   
24th October Reply from S McAllister ((Case worker for G Martin MSP) in regard to a 
local resident. 
27th October From J Stott (AC) regarding food waste and pumpkins 
27th October Ken Duncan Aberdeenshire’s restaurant week  
28th October B McKenzie (Belhelvie Cemetery Group) sent response from G Martin 
MSP 
31st October R McKinney (AC) test purchasing of fireworks 
31st October Paul Wilson (AC) road closure at Molden Farm for 3 days 
31st October Ken Duncan (AC) enforcement phase of pavement parking ban 
3rd November Northeast Community Councils convention planned for 13 December 
2025 
4th November M Gallagher New Powers for CCs 
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4th November C Anderson (AC) New funds available Fund Finder 
4th November L Muirhead (AC) Funding stream 
4th November L Muirhead (AC) Country Park Meeting 25th November 2025 
4th November Rural Watch Scotland Stress awareness week 
5th November Bus Forum, clashes with BBC Meeting  
6th November Ken Duncan (AC) Property Matchmaker Scheme 
9th November WECC secretary, Summit 24th November 2025, reply if you intend to 
be there. 
11th November AHCSP Greenways, Turriff photo walk flyer 
11th November AC Benefit Strategy, Reference Group Invitation  
12th November L Muirhead Meeting of Formartine Area Community Council Forum, 
agenda etc 19th November 202 At 18.30pm Ellon Community Campus. 
12th November G Wallace (Student research project) Student who would like to talk 
about research he is doing on Scottish Golf developments. 
13th November reply from Jamie Wilkinson to E Phipps, confirmation from 
Landscape Services and we’re now in the process of preparing the grant award.  I 
expect that this will be issued by the middle of next week 
13th November H Robertson (Royal Society Edinburgh) Healthy Planet, Healthy 
People, Catalyst Awards aimed at supporting community lead research projects 
focused on climate, nature and food foe healthier planet and people, closes noon 4t 
December 2025. 
Webpage for Details: ‘HealthyPlanet,Healthy People’:Catalyst Award – Royal 
Society of Edinburgh: Royal Society of Edinburgh 
 
13. AOB 
For awareness, there seems to be a new trend happening in the new estate at the 
Bridge of Don, where kids are playing Skiffing / Chicken, the idea is to wait for a car 
to pass and try and get clipped or skiffed by the car.  
 
Meeting closed @ 20:25 
 
NB These November 2025 minutes were approved at the 15th December 2025 
BCC Meeting. 
The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 19th January 2026 at 6:30pm F2F at 
Balmedie Leisure Centre and Online through MS Teams.   
Visitors welcome. 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 

mailto:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com
http://www.belhelviecc.org.uk/
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