
BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

 

1 
 

APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 20th October 2025  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present: D Wallace, H. Kershaw, E. Phipps, J. Fletcher A. McIntyre 
Members Online: H. Foxen 
Apologies: G Middelton, G. Drummond, D McKendrick, C Wood 
Formartine Area Councillors Present: None 
Formartine Area Councillors Online: Cllr Hassan 
Apologies: Cllr Nicol, Cllr Johnston, Cllr Ritchie 
 
Visitors: None 
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the chair. 
Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees 
 
2. Chairman’s Remarks  
The Chairman thanked all attendees for making the meeting. Due to unforeseen circumstances the 
Balmedie Leisure Centre was not available, so the White Horse Inn allowed us to use the Palomino 
Lounge for the meeting instead. 
We are still having problems with the BCC email account, if anyone goes into the account and opens 
any unopened email, they will own it and it will be up the that person to answer and copy the relevant 
people, anyone that answers the email should put their name at the bottom. After discussion it was 
left as office bearers only to have access the BCC email account. Any spam emails should be 
deleted. 
 
3. Police Matters & Report Review (H.Foxen) 
No Police Presence. 
The Quarterly Police Report will be out in November, attendees raised the following concerns to be 
fed back to the police at this time. 
There have been a couple of instances of fly tipping at the beach at the south toilet area, also a bin of 
rubbish was set on fire in the small car park. A three-piece suite was also left at the Grange There 
was also an instance of fly tipping in Potterton at the top of Redmoss, some person left an unwanted 
cooker. H Kershaw reported that a bag of rubbish left in Whitecairns was lifted by AC quickly after 
being reported.  
Graffiti has also been reported in the Balmedie underpass. 
 
Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be prioritised by 
Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention Officer, Amanda Richardson, 
northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk 
 
Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101) 
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
 
Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be 
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 
 

Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded and tell the BCC or BCC 
members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 

 

mailto:northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/
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4. Registered Attendees and Visitor Items 
Speeding Old Aberdeen Road 
The complaint received regarding speeding in Balmedie village and in particular on the Old Aberdeen 
Road is still outstanding The complainant was again invited to attend tonight’s meeting to further 
discuss this issue but failed attend.  
 
5. Planning Report (As G.Middleton not in attendance) 
APP/2025/1534, validated 22/09/25. South Manse, Panmure Gardens, Potterton. 
Full planning permission for erection of amex with integral garage, awaiting allocation. 
Public comment expiry date 14/10/25. 
APP/2025/1595, validated 09/10/25. Plot 2 Drumlaire, Whitecairns. 
Full planning permission for erection of dwelling house and garage, awaiting allocation. 
Public comment expiry date 12/11/25. 
Local Development Plan 
ACTION: D Wallace arrange a meeting with AC Planning Department sometime in November when G 
Middleton is available to discuss LDP and changes in the new planning system. 
 
6. Treasurer and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)  
October Treasurer’s report: 

• Potterton resilience monies donated by Potterton Community Group to BCT for £478, BCT 
have subsequently transferred the monies to BCC 

• Potterton Community Centre Shed replacement. One quote so far of £11,000 to replace with 
new. will apply to FRP when the larger funding becomes available to make up shortfall in 
funding, we have £5,500 from lottery money.  BCC is still trying to find out the owners of the 
shed, it seems it may have been the defunct Potterton Community Group. 

ACTION:H Foxen to email AC to try and confirm ownership of the shed. 
ACTION: E Phipps to confirm that the quote received is including demolition and also to apply for 
FRP funding when it opens  
• FRP monies received for water carrying equipment for plants in Potterton £200 
• Coastal Communities Challenge Fund application in respect of new benches and path 

upgrade has been accepted, contractor has been confirmed, landscape services approval 
outstanding 

 
7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (D.McKendrick) 
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and minor modifications 
agreed. Proposed for approval by D Wallace and seconded by H Kershaw. 
 
8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (D.McKendrick) 
Funding Opportunities 
Several funding opportunities newsletters received from AC waiting for response from BCT, BLC, 
Balmedie congregational Church to see if they want to be on a contacts list for funding opportunities. 
ACTION Ongoing: E Phipps to compile a funding contacts list for those (BCT, BLC etc) who want to 
receive these emails forwarded from BCC. Action transferred to E. Phipps due to C Wood’s 
sabbatical. 
Potterton Quarry Plan 
ACTION Completed: D Wallace lodged a letter on behalf of BCC to AC Planning Department 
supporting the rejection of the Quarry plan. 
Belhelvie Notice Board has still to be replaced and is the highest priority as it has been out of 
service for a considerable time. Decision taken to replace the Whitecairns noticeboard with the one 
earmarked for the White Horse Inn @ Balmedie which will no longer be fitted.  
ACTION: D Wallace to contact G. Drummond to arrange for the new noticeboards to be fitted if 
possible as soon as possible with Belhelvie a priority 
Balmedie Benches (E. Phipps / A. McIntyre) 
The bench proposed for North Beach Road is relatively close to 2 houses on Tormentil Road. The 
owners are to be contacted prior to siting the benches. 
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ACTION Completed:  A. McIntyre/ D Wallace reviewed the details with the house owners and they 
are happy with the plans for the bench. 
Developers Obligations (Kirkwood, Blackdog) 
Discussion as to whether there are any DO funds available from Kirkwood Homes or has the money 
been given back to the Developer. 
ACTION: Cllr Hassan to try and find out the situation at the next Ward Meeting in two weeks. 

 
9. Ongoing Projects Ongoing  
Potterton Shed: (H Foxen ref item 6) 
Belhelvie Bowling Green £600 to Thomson’s Landscape, £1000 outstanding. looking to see if it 
feasible to get the clubhouse building watertight. 
Balmedie Benches (ref item 8) 
Belhelvie Notice Board (ref item 8) 
 
10. External Meeting Feedback 
Resilience Conference (A McIntyre) 
The Resilience Conference took place at The Kings Church in Bridge of Don. It was attended by Joni 
Corbett, Rosie Nicol, Shuna Jenkins (P/T) and myself. 
Topics covered included the following; 
Presentation by Police Scotland of producing a Cyber Security Action Plan 
Presentation by Aberdeen City Council regarding a major incident in the Pittodrie area of Aberdeen 
and the learnings from it 
Presentation by South Grampian Wildfire Group 
Presentation by Police Scotland on the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act (also known as 
Martyn's Law) 
Presentation by Cults and Stockethill on the pavement gritting they have been doing in their 
communities and the saving in Health Board costs this is providing 
An exercise was carried out using Chat GBT which quickly went off track. 
A number of very interesting presentations, not all directly relevant to Resilience Groups.  Although it 
sometimes seems we are moving very slowly, talking to other groups you realise we are not doing to 
bad. Having a Action Plan developed, which Joni has done a power of work on, qualified for us to 
receive a power bank from Aberdeenshire Council. This can be used to provide 230VAC as well as 
DC power. 
At the end of the Conference myself, Joni and Rosie had opportunity to talk to Vicky Munro and her 
team regarding correspondence between AC and members of the resilience group regarding access 
to the Potterton Community Centre during a Resilience event. We reiterated that we understood the 
letting arrangements at the Community Centre and that we need to work with stakeholders in the 
Community Centre. We will discuss channelling of correspondence between the Resilience Group 
and external bodies at the next meeting to ensure opinions being expressed on behalf of the 
Resilience Group reflects to views of the majority of members (a bit like we had to do in the BCC). 
BCC/BCT Meeting 
Notes for this meeting will be placed on the notice boards. 
Formartine Rural Partnership (H Foxen) 
Small grants of up to £500 completed and very successful, larger grants will be given at the start of 
2026 up to £5000. 
A New Development Worker has been employed part time, (Laura Geals) and she has started to 
meet and chat to people in the communities. 
Virtual workshops to understand the socioeconomic impacts of Offshore Wind Developments in 
Scotland7th October 2025 (All BCC members given info ) 
 
11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
BCT Meeting 27th October 2025 07:30pm White Horse (attending H Foxen on behalf of Potterton 
Green Fingers and BCC)  
Formartine Community Council Forum 19th November 2025 attending TBA 
 
12. New Correspondence & Communications 
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15th September 2025 From C Young AC, Agenda details for the Formartine Area Committee Meeting 
on Tuesday 23rd September 2025. 
15th October 2025 Cllr Hassan replied on the Potterton pot holes. 
24th September 2025 Police Scotland advise on people with sheds to be vigilant as there have been 
cases of break inns. 
25th September 2025 Rural Watch Scotland weekly scan bulletins 
26th September 2025 C Anderson sent QR code for use in Resilience Engagement, the code takes 
you to the Aberdeenshire Councill Resilience Website. 
26th September 2025 E Wood, Community Hospitals in Central Aberdeenshire, engagement sessions 
planned for Turriff 27th and Huntly 30th October 2025  
6th October 2025 W McKenzie sent the meeting notes from the Belhelvie Cemeteries Group Meeting 
on the 20th September 2025. 
7th October 2025 C Anderson AC sent STP Funding Finder. 
7th October 2025 E Kleinart, virtual workshops to understand the socioeconomic impacts of offshore 
wind developments in Scotland on 21st October 29025 09-11am.  
9th October 2025 C Young Local Development Plan call for ideas, open until December 2025.  
9th October 2025 Balmedie Country Park Management Plan 2023-25 Annual Report. 
10th October 2025 AC Adopt a Grit Bin Scheme 
15th October 2025 H Cross MP news-letter, sent to all BCC members. 
17th October 2025 AC Roads Department Please be advised that the Private Road from Old 
Aberdeen Road, Balmedie, to Keir Heights will be subject to a closure from 30 October 2025 for 5 
days to allow safe access for upgrade works by SSEN. No suitable diversion. 
Please see link to map below. 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1MQGmiYXJ_Hwu3LtDbGoRStFYGCDPiy0&usp=sharing 
17th October 2025 AC Adopt a Grit Bin Scheme 
 
13. AOB 
Adopt a Grit Bin Scheme, after discussion it was decided not to adaopt a grit bin 
 
Meeting closed @ 21:07 
 
 
NB These October 2025 minutes were approved at the 17th November 2025 BCC Meeting. 
The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 15th December 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie 
Leisure Centre and Online through MS Teams.   
Visitors welcome. 
 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1MQGmiYXJ_Hwu3LtDbGoRStFYGCDPiy0&usp=sharing
mailto:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com
http://www.belhelviecc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil
https://belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html

