BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 15" September 2025

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex Mcintyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood

Members Present: D Wallace, D McKendrick, H. Foxen, H. Kershaw, E. Phipps
Apologies: G Middelton, J. Fletcher, A. Mcintyre, G. Drummond

Formartine Area Councillors Present: Clir Johnston, Clir Hassan, Clir Ritchie
Apologies, Clir Nicol

Visitors: J. Corbett (Balmedie) W. Murray (Leisure Centre)
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees

All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the chair.
Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees

2. Chairmans Opening Remarks

The Chairman thanked all attendees for making the meeting. There was a discussion around a
comment made on the agenda compilation and contentious issues, all issues will be on the upcoming
agenda and open for discussion at the appropriate time within the agenda.

Time management was also raised and the meetings will be controlled through the chair with visitors’
requests being raised under section 4 of the agenda, “Registered attendees & Visitors items.
Requests were received from fellow regional community councils for BCC to support them with their
lobbying against electrification and installation of large pylons, it was agreed that if available a BCC
representative would attend their planned meeting however it was decided that we would not offer
support to any subsequent petition or lobby raised.

Community council budget reductions were raised by fellow regional community councils and a
request for a joint meeting to take place as Aberdeenshire councils apparently received greater
reductions to their budgets than other Councils (with the Central Belt of Scotland being an example)
BCC will attend the meeting and fully support agreed actions.

ACTION: In the Secretary’s absence the Chairman will respond to both requests

3. Police Matters & Report Review (H.Foxen)

No Police Presenc

As this is now a Quarterly Police Report we will not have another until November, however no
attendees raised or reported any concerns to be fed back to the police at this time.

Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be prioritised by
Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention Officer, Amanda Richardson,
northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk

Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101)
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues

Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback.

Report all incidents even frivial ones to Police so they can be recorded and tell the BCC or BCC
members so we can feed it back to the Police.

Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111.

Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website
https.://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

4. Registered Attendees ltems

1


mailto:northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Balmedie Library

Bill Murray gave an update on the Licence to Occupy which the Leisure Centre is progressing in
relation to the Balmedie Library. The Leisure Centre now have the keys for the library and are making
the final preparations for the changes to take place. Initially the occupancy would be for a six-month
period with monthly rolling extensions thereafter. The library will remain, with the book section being
cordoned off, and other area utilised for various activities and used by organised groups via the
Leisure Centre

It is understood that library opening hours will remain. Potential users should contact the Leisure
Centre directly to discuss options available.

Speeding

A complaint was received regarding speeding in Balmedie village and in particular on the Old
Aberdeen Road. The complainant was invited to attend tonight’'s meeting to further discuss this issue
but did not attend .

It should be noted that as a community council are doing all we possibly can with both the police and
roads department to ensure this gets diligently monitored.

The new 20 MPH speed limit across all community villages will be in place by end of September and
we urge all drivers to drive with care and attention at all times.

Bus Route Changes

E. Mail received from a Potterton resident relating to the reduction in bus service through Potterton
was discussed. The new 64A route has resulted in diminished service through Potterton, the removal
of all services through Whitecairns, and a reduction in the service between Balmedie and Ellon. The
possibility of a service going through Whitecairns and Kingseat was raised. It was agreed that H.
Kershaw raise this possibility and the reduction of bus services throughout the Belhelvie parish with
Newmachar Community Council Stagecoach and Aberdeenshire Council.

Action: The situation to be reported at the next Rural Bus Forum.

5. Planning Report (As G.Middleton was not in attendance no report was provided..This months
updates will be provided at next month’s meeting in October)

The Planning Application for a Quarry at Middleton Farm, Potterton was raised and discussed .It was
decided that we would immediately respond to AC Planning Department, confirming our rejection to
the Application.

Action: In the immediate absence of the Planning Reporter the Chairman would relay our Comment
to the Planning Authority.

6. Treasurer and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)

Two items of expenditure reported in the month;

Purchase of Jabra conference speaker for the meetings.

Insurance premium adjustment to account for the 8 new benches at country park

Project Funding

Path Installation @ Balmedie (Sensory Garden to Old Aberdeen Road) — Shortfall in funding currently,
to apply to Nestrans Sustainable Travel Grant when it reopens in Autumn. Awaiting one further
tender.

Belhelvie Bowling Green - groundworks ongoing. Proposal to fund for another year was discussed but
not decided. It will depend on budget status going forward and will be discussed further at next
month’s meeting.

Additional Rest Benches for Balmedie Country Park. Awaiting outcome of application to Coastal
Communities Challenge Fund..
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Potterton Community Shed Upgrade. Lottery Awards For All have awarded us some funding for the
Shed, but we remain still with a significant shortfall against our initial cost requirement. Further
discussion required to acertain where we go from here on this project.

7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (D.McKendrick)
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and minor modifications
agreed. Proposed for approval by E Phipps and seconded by D McKendrick.

8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (D.McKendrick)

Funding Opportunities

Several funding opportunities newsletters received from AC waiting for response from BCT, BLC,
Balmedie congregational Church to see if they want to be on a contacts list for funding opportunities.
ACTION Ongoing: E Phipps to compile a funding contacts list for those (BCT, BLC etc) who want to
receive these emails forwarded from BCC. Action transferred to E. Phipps due to Carolyne’s
Sabbatical

9. Ongoing Projects- Ongoing

Potterton Wooden Shed: (H Foxen- ref item 6)
Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps- ref item 6)
Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps - ref item 6
Belhelvie Notice Board has still to be replaced and is the highest priority as it has been out of
service for a considerable time. Decision taken to replace the Whitecairn noticeboard with the one
earmarked for the White Horse Inn @ Balmedie which will no longer be fitted.
Action: G. Drummond to arrange for new noticeboards to be fitted as soon as possible with Belhelvie
a priority
Balmedie Benches (E. Phipps / A. Mcintyre)
(ref item 6). The bench proposed for North Beach Road is relatively close to 2 houses on Tormentil
Road. The owners are to be contacted prior to siting the benches.
Action: A. Mclintyre to identify addresses and send details to them for their review

D.Wallace to talk with the homeowners affected and seek their agreement to install.

10. External Meeting Feedback
Community Council Forum - A Mclintyre attended and provided the following update.

David McLennan, Lee Crossan and Emma Strang from the LDP team gave a presentation on the LDP
process and timetable. It was requested that they send slides of their presentation this week so they
can be distributed before Monday’s meeting. If we want a member of the LDP team to participate in
one of our monthly meetings this should be requested via their e-mail address which is
[dp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

Discussion around the administration grants and the need to demonstrate that grants are being spent
on administration activities and no other activities. Included in this expenditure can include travel
costs, stationary, printing costs as well as honoraria to members of Community Council were
considered reasonable. If there is a gap in our expenditure versus the grant, we should be making
payments to ensure we have spent the full amount. Failure to do this could result in reduction of our
grant in future years.

When the police inspector (Barry Stewart) was present the subject of the new 20mph speed limits
was raised. Barry admitted that they did not have the resources to patrol this in every town and village
across Aberdeenshire and he indicated that the police were not looking to bring charges against
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motorists doing just over 20mph. The hope is that the new system will help to reduce the overall
speed of drivers making the towns and villages safer places for all.

Glen Douglas also suggested that the police show a presence the Undy Arms in Newburgh on 20th
/21st of September where there is an exhibition taking place of work by the internationally renowned
painter James McBey who was born in Newburgh. One piece on display is valued at over £100,000.
Exhibition takes place between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm on both days for anyone interested.

NOTICE REMOVED AND MADE IN AOB .

11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training

Balmedie Parish Resilience Planning Group - (A Mcintyre to attend).
Next meeting will take place at 6.00pm on Tuesday 30th September,at Balmedie Leisure Centre

Aberdeenshire Council Resilience meeting on 10" October .(A Mclintyre to attend.).

Colaboration meeting with BCT on 30" September at the Sand Bothy (D Wallace & G Middleton to
attend)

12. New Correspondence & Communications

On -Going concern: Graham raising issue from BRA meeting (2 July 25) "Kirkwood have very nearly
completed Phase 1 of their latest development. Can you please investigate and let me know what the
timing and value of the Developers Obligation for this will be and in addition what happened around
the same fund for Booth Gardens which was completed some years ago."

Further emails from Clir Hassan / AC Officers, Kirkwood may be challenging the DO funds section 75
agreement, previous development (APP/2014/0102) Kirkwood requested all Education and
Healthcare Funds be refunded to them. These funds were returned to them August 2023

UPDATE: In this meeting Cllr Hassan is still waiting for feedback on newer development, BCC
strongly in favour of the money going to Balmedie School where the Blackdog children are zoned to
attend

Action: Clir Hassan and AC Councillors to lobby for this approach with officers.

Action: J. Fletcher to review Correspondence to identify items needing reported or actioned on for
October meeting.

13. AOB
The BCC would like to congratulate Clir. Jenny Nicol on the recent birth of her daughter Robyn and
send them both our best wishes for the future.

No other new business raised and meeting closed in record time @ 20:35.!

NB These September 2025 minutes were approved at the 20" October 2025 BCC Meeting.
The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 17" November 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie
Leisure Centre and Online through MS Teams.

Visitors welcome.

Belhelvie Community Council

Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link
Web: www.belhelviecc.orq.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil

Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html
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