BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 18t August 2025

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex Mcintyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood

Members Present: D Wallace, D McKendrick, A. Mcintyre, H. Foxe, H. Kershaw, G. Drummond
Apologies: G Middelton, J. Fletcher, E. Phipps,

Formartine Area Councillors Present: None

Apologies Clir Johnston, Clir Nicol

Visitors: F. Winstanley (Balmedie), J. Corbett (Balmedie), N. Reid (Balmedie), W. Murray (Leisure
Centre)

1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees
All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the chair.
Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees

2. Chairmans Opening Remarks

The Chairman all attendees for making the meeting and raised the subject of C. Wood’s request for a
minimum 3 month and maximum 6 month sabbatical effective from 19t August. It was unanimously
agreed to approve this. Carolyne’s huge contribution to the BCC was highlighted by the Chairman. It
was agreed that David McKendrick would handle interfaces with police in Carolyne’s absence, with
Correspondence issues being covered by J. Fletcher. A. Mcintyre agreed to cover adding post to
Facebook page but would need administrator rights to do this. E. Phipps is to investigate the use of
Teams during Carolyne’s absence, and the Chair highlighted the benefits having an online option
gives to the Community. Hopefully this will be available for the September meeting.

3. Police Matters & Report Review (C Wood)

No Police Presence

Quarterly Police Report has been received and extracts posted on the Community Noticeboards
Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be prioritised by
Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention Officer, Amanda Richardson,
northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk

Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101)

BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues

Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback.

Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded and tell the BCC or BCC
members so we can feed it back to the Police.

Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111.

Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

4. Registered Attendees Iltems

Balmedie Library

Bill Murray gave an update on the Licence to Occupy which the Leisure Centre is progressing in
relation to the Balmedie Library. It is hoped that the Leisure Centre will take over the management of
the facility from 13t September 2025. This is subject to approval from the Legal Department of
Aberdeenshire Council. Initially the occupancy would be for a six-month period with monthly rolling
extensions thereafter. The library will remain, but the book section will be cordoned off. It is
understood that library opening hours will remain. Potential users should contact the Leisure Centre to
discuss options.
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Trump Visit

The content of E-mails received from 2 residents were discussed. These related to the Chairs
comments made to journalists, radio and television around the visit of the US President to the Trump
Golf course at Menie and how representative these were of the community’s views and whether the
BCC Chair should have made any comment. The Chair advised that the views he expressed reflected
the views of the majority of the BCC members. He advised that the BBC radio interview best reflected
what he had said, and the newspaper and BBC TV reports were heavily edited. The Chair indicated
that he made it clear that his comments were reflective of the contribution the Golf Course has made
to the local economy and to that of the wider North East of Scotland and was not prepared to offer a
political view on issues relating to the President of the USA. In terms of this as to whether the Chair
should have engaged with the press it was highlighted that Community Councils role is to represent
the Communities they serve. It is common for Community Councils to speak in press or on television
in relation to issues impacting their community.

The subject of public access to the Trump course and the removal of the temporary fencing installed
during the construction phase was also raised.

ACTION D. McKendrick agreed to contact the Trump Organisation to find out when the construction
fencing would be removed.

Bus Route Changes

The subject of an E. Mail received from D. Murphy a Potterton resident was discussed. This related to
the reduction in service through Potterton. The new 64A route has resulted in diminished service
through Potterton, the removal of all services through Whitecairns, and a reduction in the service
between Balmedie and Ellon. The possibility of a service going through Whitecairns and Kingseat was
raised. It was agreed that H. Kershaw raise this possibility and the reduction of bus services
throughout the Belhelvie parish with Newmachar Community Council Stagecoach and Aberdeenshire
Council.

ACTION H. Kershaw to liaise with Newmachar Community Council, Aberdeenshire Council and
Stagecoach

5. Planning Report (G Middleton)

G Middleton not present

In terms of the Barrat’s Potterton development D. Wallace advised that he had investigated the status
of the planning approval and final approval was expected within the next week.

6. Treasurer and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)

Projects — E. Phipps not present

Paths project Received most tenders / quotes back, currently reviewing. Shortfall in funding of £3k,
on that basis | will apply to Nestrans Sustainable Travel Grant when it reopens in Autumn. Additional
quotes to be sourced in effort to get a quotation which falls within the budget.

EOI to the FRP Large Grants Scheme in respect of Path upgrades, Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb
and Potterton Shed. FRP review ongoing and decision pending

Formartine Area Committee have accepted our application in respect of the Belhelvie Bowling Green
Groundworks, award restricted to 50% of total project costs due to budgetary constraints

Intention to apply to Coastal Communities Challenge Fund in respect of new benches at the Country
Park. A Mcintyre has contacted Oliver Deeming to demonstrate the locations we would propose to
site the benches when funding permits. A site visit was held on 18" August with O. Deeming and D.
Mundie along with D. Wallace, A. Mcintyre and E. Phipps where locations for up to 8 benches were
agreed. Once Aberdeenshire Council confirm in writing E. Phipps will submit funding application.
ACTION E. Phipps to submit funding application for benches.

Lottery Awards for All have confirmed they are “considering” our application for the Potterton Shed
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7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (J Fletcher)
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and minor modifications
agreed. Proposed for approval by D McKendrick and seconded by H. Kershaw.

8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher)

Funding Opportunities

End May 2025 Several funding opportunities newsletters received from AC waiting for response from
BCT, BLC, Balmedie Congregational church to see if they want to be on a contacts list for funding
opportunities.

ACTION Ongoing: C Wood to up a funding contacts list for those (BCT, BLC etc) who want to
receive these emails forwarded from BCC. Action transferred to E. Phipps due to Carolyne’s
Sabbatical

9. General Projects

Potterton Wooden Shed: (H Foxen)

(ref item 6)

Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps)

(Ref item 6)

Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps) Ref item 6

Belhelvie Notice Board has still to be replaced, and new noticeboard fitted at the White Horse. The
Potterton noticeboard is the highest priority as it has been out of service for a considerable time
ACTION G. Drummond to arrange for new noticeboards to be fitted with Belhelvie a priority
Balmedie Benches (E. Phipps / A. Mcintyre)

(ref item 6). The bench proposed for North Beach Road is relatively close to 2 houses on Tormentil
Road. The owners are to be contacted prior to siting the benches.

ACTION A. Mclintyre to identify addresses and send details to them for their review

10. External Meeting Feedback

Formartine Rural Partnership

Hilary attened attended the FRP monthly meeting on 4.9.25.

The latest small grants applications are being considered.

Large grants will open again in the new year.

The Beginning to Blossom schools growing project is opening with Formartine Schools . Grants
available for £200 for schools to use in school growing activity. A prize will be awarded to best entry at
end of season in 2026.

FRP Development Officer continues to visit local groups to offer support.

Development Officer will attend the next Battery Energy Storage Site meeting to gather any up to date
information.

11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training

Balmedie Parish Resilience Planning Group (A Mcintyre).

Next Meeting Date The next meeting will take place at 6.00pm on Tuesday 30th September 2025 at
Balmedie Leisure Centre.

12. New Correspondence & Communications

Thank You card received from J. Petrie for gift sent to her on her retirement from the Banter.

Graham raising issue from BRA meeting (2 July 25) "Kirkwood have very nearly completed Phase 1
of their latest development. Can you please investigate and let me know what the timing and value of
the Developers Obligation for this will be and in addition what happened around the same fund for
Booth Gardens which was completed some years ago."

Further emails from Clir Hassan / AC Officers, Kirkwood may be challenging the DO funds section 75
agreement, previous development (APP/2014/0102) Kirkwood requested all Education and
Healthcare Funds be refunded to them. These funds were returned to them August 2023
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Graham has asked to follow up on the amounts, but Andrew advises this could be sensitive data / not
public.

ACTION Completed: Check if Clir Hassan has anything further to comment and /or advise and put in
writing to G Middleton (BCC).

UPDATE: In this meeting Clir Hassan is still waiting for feedback on newer development, BCC
strongly in favour of the money going to Balmedie School where the Blackdog children are zoned to
attend

ACTION: ClIr Hassan and AC Councillors to lobby for this approach with officers.

10th July Mario Chirumamilla family UK Visa/residence status

From: Andrew Raeburn, Head of Office for Harriet Cross MP

Acknowledging BCC emails and updating they are waiting on information from Mario

UPDATE: (in meeting) M Chirumamilla has sent the information through.

Due to Carolyne’s upcoming sabbatical and the time spent on earlier discussions a detailed review of
the New Correspondence was not completed. A detailed review of the New Correspondence to be
carried out for the September meeting.

ACTION J. Fletcher to review Correspondence to identify items needing reported or actioned on for
September meeting.

13. AOB
None

Transport

Bus timetable changes

ACTION Completed: C Wood has publicised the Bus timetable changes via FB

Dial-a-bus starting from Whitecairns from 7t July 2025.

ACTION Completed: C Wood Publicised via FB

H. Kershaw raised the fact that no buses go through Whitecairns anymore.

ACTION Howard to investigate what can be done to get a bus service restored through Whitecairns.

Meeting closed 21.35

NB These August 2025 minutes were approved at the 15thSeptember 2025 BCC Meeting.

The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 20" October 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie Leisure
Centre and Online Teams (resources permitting)

Visitors welcome.

Belhelvie Community Council

Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link

Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Belhelvie CommunityCouncil

Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html
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