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APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 21st July 2025  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present: D Wallace, D McKendrick, J Fletcher 
Members Online: C Wood, E Phipps, H Foxen 
Apologies: G Middelton, G Drummond, A McIntyre. 
Formartine Area Councillors:  
Present: None 
Online: Cllr Hassan,  
Apologies Cllr Johnston, Cllr Ritchie, Cllr Nicol 
 
Visitors: H Kershaw (Whitecairns), B Campbell (Potterton) 
Online: None 
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the chair. 
Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees 
 
2. Chairmans Opening Remarks  
ACTION Completed: Chairman sent the Notice for the AGM Agenda ahead of the deadline. 
A discussion of the Trump visit ensued and the BCC has no further action to this. Chairman raised the 
e-mail received earlier in the day from BCT Secretary (R.Nicol) relating to the forth coming visit of  US 
President, Donald Trump to his Menie Estate and the disruption to normal life in the Balmedie area 
due to the security arrangements being planned by Police Scotland. The e-mail which was copied to 
all members ahead of the meeting was sent also to Police Scotland, the Aberdeenshire Council and 
the Trump International Golf Organisation and the chairman asked members if we should respond to 
the communication. 
t was decided that we would not to the communication. 
Balmedie Library. 
B Murray (BLC) will not progress with the survey for the Right to Occupy, after meeting with BCT. He 
thanked the BCC for their efforts in helping to fund the survey and hoped we will continue our support 
as he will continue and take on the library as a RTO. BLC are still trying mitigate the risk with AC of a 
25 year old boiler, although 90% parts are still available, but the maintenance costs have been 
considerable over the last few years. 
 
3. New Member Nomination (Howard Kershaw) 
With no objections H Kershaw was unanimously voted as CC for the BCC. H Kershaw accepted the 
invitation to join BCC, this gives BCC a member from Whitecairns.  
 
4. Police Matters & Report Review (C Wood) 
No Police Presence 
Waiting on response to questions raised from June meeting, below 
Antisocial behaviour it is vital that communities report behaviour so areas can be prioritised by 
Police any ideas for mitigation should be sent to Early Intervention Officer, Amanda Richardson, 
northeastearlyintervention@scotland.police.uk 
ACTION Completed: C Wood added to website and check how to report incidents, still 101, publicise 
on FB 
Speeding "In March the local CPT carried out days of action targeting speeders throughout 
Formartine in relation to community complaints that had been received. There were a number of 
drivers stopped and spoken to and a small minority were given a road traffic ticket. Similarly CPT 
officers have been directed to parking hotspots and issued a number of penalty notices. It is hoped 
this will have the effect of moderating driver behaviour and this will be monitored as we go forward" 
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ACTION Completed: C Wood asked if report can supply numbers of drivers stopped etc, and 
numbers over time graphs 
Organised crime Officers in Formartine have been proactive in their approach in relation to Serious 
and organised crime with several cannabis cultivation being seized and several persons being 
charged with various offences. 
targeted intelligence Police have obtained and executed warrants in the Formartine area with positive 
results resulting in both the seizure of drugs and disruption to the enterprises of those who deal in 
those substances. 
ACTION Completed: C Wood checked if we have any Special Constables present in our area or 
what they are working on, any events the community can meet them or recruitment opportunities 
Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101) 
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be 
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 

Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded and tell the BCC or BCC 
members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 

 
5. Attendees & Visitor Items 
Potterton Village Enhancement 
John Allan has now retired the position after many years of litter picking for his community, the BCC 
we would like to thank John for his great and long service to Potterton where he has in all weathers 
patrolled up and down the roads removing tons of litter. B Campbell, who has been helping the village 
tidy for a few years now has been the nominated person to take over. B Campbell left his email 
adrress and will be contacted by H Foxen to confirm his position. 
 
6. Planning Report (G Middleton) 
G Middleton not present 
ACTION: FA Councillors present were asked to clarify the position of this Planning Application and 
report back to the BCC at our next monthly meeting in July. 
 
7. Treasurer and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)  

Projects 
Paths project Received most tenders / quotes back, currently reviewing. Shortfall in funding of £3k, 
on that basis I will apply to Nestrans Sustainable Travel Grant when it reopens in Autumn. 
EOI to the FRP Large Grants Scheme in respect of Path upgrades, Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb 
and Potterton Shed. FRP review ongoing and decision pending 
Formartine Area Committee have accepted our application in respect of the Belhelvie Bowling Green 
Groundworks, award restricted to 50% of total project costs due to budgetary constraints 
Intention to apply to Coastal Communities Challenge Fund in respect of new benches at the Country 
Park. A Mcintyre has contacted Oliver Deeming to demonstrate the locations we would propose to 
site the benches when funding permits 
Lottery Awards For All have confirmed they are “considering” our application for the Potterton Shed 
 
8. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (J Fletcher) 
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, commented on, and further agreed 
modification. Proposed for approval by D McKendrick and seconded by E Phipps. 
 
9. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher) 
ACTION Completed: C Wood sent Police BCC feedback on March quarterly report 
Funding Opportunities 
End May 2025 Several funding opportunities newsletters received from AC waiting for response from 
BCT, BLC, Wee kirk to see if they want to be on a contacts list for funding opportunities. 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/
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ACTION Ongoing: C Wood to up a funding contacts list for those (BCT, BLC etc) who want to 
receive these emails forwarded from BCC. 
Update: A Cowie (Wee Kirk) has said he would like to be on the mail list for funding opportunities.  
 
Dog Litter Bin Potterton H Foxen reported a FB post that there is missing dog bin from Kirkhill Road 
ACTION Completed: Cllr Hassan received reply from AC Landscape Services,  
“I have been trying to determine whether this bin is looked after by Waste or if it was a Landscape 
Services bin. Unfortunately as yet I haven’t been able to find out or trace why the bin was removed. 
As this is at a playpark this would usually fall under Landscape Services responsibility. There are two 
bins further along Egdehill Gardens in close proximity to each other. I’m waiting to hear back from 
Landscapes if they would move one of these to the playpark area.” 

 
10. General Projects  
Potterton Wooden Shed: (H Foxen) 
(ref item 7) 
Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps) 
(Ref item 7) 
Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps) Ref item 7 
Belhelvie Notice Board has still to be replaced, check with A McIntyre and G Drummond 
 
11. External Meeting Feedback 
Balmedie Country Park Group (J Fletcher/ A McIntyre were present) 
Date/time: Tuesday 17th June, 6pm 7:30pm 
Most of the time was taken up with the confidential Balmedie Country Park Management Plan Annual 
Report 2023-2025, and the Management Action Plan.  
The Action Note was discussed, item 6 Formartine Coastal Communities Fund, Scottish G has 
confirmed an allocation for 2025-26 and Formartine will receive £101,383.  
Landscape services Balmedie Country Park, latch still to be fitted to female toilet, regular/ annual 
maintenance of Butcher’s path review taken place, booking process ongoing and in service BCT to 
send dates of events already planned. Woodlands Community Tree Incentive, application to be 
completed, Caravan Park Pan to how this could move forward, Eigie burn trees fallen into burn, Oliver 
Deeming visited and this does not fall into Landscape land, it is private land.  
Aberdeen to Ellon Cycle Path Project, progressing with Blackdog to Balmedie section, further 
discussion on Blackdog to Aberdeen with City Council, to seek update from Chris Menzies Team. 
Sand Bothy, secured funding from Landfill Tax Fund to re-paint the outside of the Bothy building, 
beach Wheel Chairs spring cleaned for new season, planning application for shed to be prepared, SG 
intimated there may be funding available to allow BCT to continue to employ a Development Worker 
for the oncoming season. 
 
12. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
Balmedie Parish Resilience Planning Group (A McIntyre).  
Next Meeting Date The next meeting will take place at 6.00pm on Tuesday 30th September 2025 at 
Balmedie Leisure Centre. 
Independent Review of the Process for Determining Electoral Boundaries in Scotland, online 
public event 
Date/time: Tuesday 22nd July at 6pm 
Location: online 
Description: short presentation on the review and then open up to a Q&A session with attendees 
Consultation link: https://consult.gov.scot/elections/electoral-boundaries-process/ 
Deadline consultation: 7 August 2025 
Organiser: The Electoral Commission 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated to all BCC members and posted on FB 
 
13. New Correspondence & Communications 
30th June 2025 Claire Young AGENDA for 2025 Annual General Meeting 
ACTION Completed: D Wallace supplied information to C Brown (AC) questions  

https://consult.gov.scot/elections/electoral-boundaries-process/
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30th June 2025 Library update from B Murray BLC 
Building condition survey, Waiting on response to see if boiler can be removed from license to 
occupy. 
ACTION Completed: Update from BLC (B Murray) in the meeting 
1st July 2025 Merger of Foveran and Tipperty Schools 
New school will be called Ythan Bridge School, from August 2025 
1st July 2025 Anastasija Polipina 
Request for help with 'registrars' unclear what she needs, advised to contact AC Councillors 
2nd July 2025 LBC emergency generator 
A McIntyre (on behalf of the resilience group) thank you email to SSE for funding for generator at 
Leisure Centre 
2nd July 2025 bench locations, sent Olly Deeming (AC Landsscaping) the information from A McIntyre 
No response to BCC from Olly Deeming 
3rd July 2025 Developers Obligation Fund Blackdog 
Graham raising issue from BRA meeting (2 July 25) "Kirkwood have very nearly completed Phase 1 
of their latest development. Can you please investigate and let me know what the timing and value of 
the Developers Obligation for this will be and in addition what happened around the same fund for 
Booth Gardens which was completed some years ago." 
Further emails from Cllr Hassan / AC Officers, Kirkwood may be challenging the DO funds section 75 
agreement, previous development (APP/2014/0102) Kirkwood requested all Education and 
Healthcare Funds be refunded to them. These funds were returned to them August 2023  
Graham has asked to follow up on the amounts, but Andrew advises this could be sensitive data / not 
public. 
ACTION Completed: Check if Cllr Hassan has anything further to comment and /or advise and put in 
writing to G Middleton (BCC). 
UPDATE: In this meeting Cllr Hassan is still waiting for feedback on newer development, BCC 
strongly in favour of the money going to Balmedie School where the Blackdog children are zoned to 
attend 
ACTION: Cllr Hassan and AC Councillors to lobby for this approach with officers. 
3rd July 2025 Balmedie Country Park plans response from AC. 
ACTION Completed: discuss in meeting 
10th July Mario Chirumamilla family UK Visa/residence status 
From: Andrew Raeburn, Head of Office for Harriet Cross MP 
Acknowledging BCC emails and updating they are waiting on information from Mario  
UPDATE: (in meeting) M Chirumamilla has sent the information through 
11th July 2025 Bill McKenzie Graveyard and road issues BCC copied on email to P&J journalist 
AC have asked him to cease correspondence due to the amount he is sending AC. They feel they 
have provided responses to the issues he has raised. 
ACTION Completed: make members aware during meeting 
15th July 2025 Playpark consultations 
ACTION Completed: C Wood posted on FB page 
16th July 2025 Local Development Plan (LDP) call for ideas and sites 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated to all members, posted on FB  
ACTION: D Wallace and G Middleton could you take a look and advise how the BCC should handle 
this ie. what discussions are required to have feedback into the two consultations. Keep C Wood 
posted if any discussion meetings are to organised for BCC members as our monthly meetings do not 
usually have time for these types of discussionsin full. 
ACTION Completed: Discussed approach in meeting 
ACTION Completed: C Wood forwarded email to H Kershaw. 
Grit bin notice from AC  
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated to all BCC members 
ACTION Completed: Raise in meeting with councillors, remember the gritting /falls postcode name 
and shame from NHS Grampian last year. 
17th July 2025 R Nicol Trump visit impact 
Bothy event on Sunday 27th July go ahead from Police following the event no access to SB for 3 days 
(28/29/30) no classes, school visits or chance to open in good weather. 
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Rosie planning to make representation to AC and Scottish Government 
No notification to BCC for resident information on road closures/access to the beach received 
ACTION Completed: Discuss in meeting 
ACTION Completed: BCC to ask Police Scotland for information for residents. 
14. AOB 
ACTION Completed: H Kershaw added to the BCC lists and send to J Fletcher 
ACTION: J Fletcher to check with AC to find out if H Kershaw can be co-opted until 2027 elections 
ACTION Completed: C Wood has put H Kershaw in touch with M Brown at Whitecairns about the 
benches and notice board keys. 
 
Transport  
Bus timetable changes 
ACTION Completed: C Wood has publicised the Bus timetable changes via FB 
Dial-a-bus starting from Whitecairns from 7th July 2025. 
ACTION Completed: C Wood Publicised via FB 
 
Meeting closed 20:48 
 
 
NB These July 2025 minutes were approved at the 18th August 2025 BCC Meeting. 
The next BCC Meeting will be on Monday 15th September 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie 
Leisure Centre and Online Teams (resources permitting)  
Visitors welcome. 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 

mailto:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com
http://www.belhelviecc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil
https://belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html

