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APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 19th May 2025  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present: D Wallace, D McKendrick, G Middelton, H Foxen, J Fletcher, A McIntyre,  
G Drummond 
Members Online: C Wood, E Phipps 
 
Formartine Area Councillors:  
Present: Cllr Hassan, Cllr Johnston 
Online: Cllr Ritchie, , 
Apologies Cllr Nicol 
 
Visitors: H Kershaw (Whitecairns settlement issue ref item 4), Emma Dawson, Neil Matheson 
(Middleton Park Quarry) 
Online: M Lawrence (Speeding on Balmedie Old Road) 
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the chair. 
Meeting protocols were reiterated to all attendees 
 
2. Chairmans Opening Remarks  
No remarks 
 
3. Police Matters & Report Review 
No Police present  
Next report due June, A McIntyre to discuss in the CC Forum Meeting. 
Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101) 
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be 
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 

Report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they can be recorded and tell the BCC or BCC 
members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 

Fires in Aberdeen  (follow up with Police) 
Update 9th May 2025 from Sgt Scott Cooper, our local Police team (Formartine) have not had any 
involvement in the fires in Aberdeen, he recommends monitoring N E Police social media (In 
Progress). There is currently no reason to believe there is a significant risk to the Belhelvie area 
communities. 
Police Contacts & Meetings 
ACTION Completed: Police updated as per information from Sgt S Cooper on roles and 
responsibilities. 
Speeding 
ACTION Completed: Publicised the Scottish Government speed 20mph consultation, FB/Website. 
ACTION Completed: Sent links to M Lawrence 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/
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4. Attendees & Visitor Items 
Whitecairns 
Resident Howard Kershaw wants Whitecairns designated as a settlement.  
ACTION Completed: G Middleton, BCC Planning Reporter emailed AC and is awaiting a reply 
Middleton Park Quarry Consultation event Middleton Farm Proposal of Application Notice 
19th May 2025 from 1:00pm 6:00pm (H Foxen) 
Emma Dawson and Neil Matheson attended and voiced their concern about the Middleton Park 
Quarry application. There have been two Developer Consultations on this (one today 19th May). 
E Dawson lives 30 meters away from the proposed quarry and is concerned with the noise dust and 
traffic from the access road to the quarry. E Dawson has a FB page set up called Middleton Quarry 
Prevention where all info is and it appears that the community as a whole is against the project. It was 
explained that the developer has had 2 public consultations for objections and support, after which 
they will decide whether to submit a planning application. 
After discussion it was decided that after the application goes in to the Planning Department the BCC 
will discuss at their meeting and will then decide what recommendations they will put forward to the 
application. 
 
Balmedie Old Road Speeding Issue 
ACTION Completed: J Fletcher copied M Lawrence’s letter and sent to all BCC members. 
ACTION Completed: Police were asked to attend this meeting 
M Lawrence has been raising the issue for 5 years about the speeding on the Old Road Balmedie 
from the roundabout to Kier Rise. He has been in contact with Cllr Hassan for approximately 3 years 
but nothing has been achieved to date. He is asking what BCC as a committee can do?  
BCC replied saying that they are as frustrated as he is with the responses from AC roads department 
and Police. BCC explained in detail to M Lawrence what they have tried to do and apart from getting 
the speeding sign on Eigie road returned to service, we have got very little from AC roads or the 
Police. The CCs who attend the CC Forum said that the issue is not just Belhelvie area but spread all 
over the Formartine district and the issue is discussed regularly. 
It was mentioned that a consultation is on at present for the 20mph speed limits and all were asked to 
feed the issues through this consultation. 
 
5. Resilience Planning Update (A McIntyre) 
Next meeting 3rd June 2025 
 
6. Planning Report (G Middleton) 
Validated 
22 Pettens Street Balmedie House Extension  
Blackdog change of house type Amendment to previously approved Kirkwood application  
Golf View Blackdog new house in adjacent field 
Decided 
Cairntack Belhelvie new house Approved 
Park Terrace Belhelvie change of use from garage to dog grooming business  
 
For Information The Barratt development at Potterton is still shown in the Planning system as 
Awaiting Decision whilst the approval decision was passed at Council meeting some weeks ago. 

 
7. Treasures Update and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)  
Projects 
Paths: Environment & Infrastructure services conducted site survey on 10th April, Peter Coldwell 
currently working up detailed cost estimate / spec. OVERDUE 
EOI to FRP Large Grants Scheme in respect of Path upgrades, Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb and 
Potterton Shed. Review ongoing and decision pending. Meeting with Laura Geals this week to 

discuss 
potential other funding opportunities. 
Application to Formartine Area Committee Budget in respect of Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb 

(outcome 
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expected May onwards) restricted to 50% of total project costs due to constraints (£2,895) 
Coastal Communities Fund 25/26 is now open, 19th May deadline. Application submitted in respect of 
Belhelvie Bowling Club. Potterton Shed awaiting cost estimate / spec from Carle Sheds Ltd.. 

OVERDUE 
 
8. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (J Fletcher) 
The minutes from the previous meeting were viewed, slightly changed then proposed for approval by 
G Middleton and seconded by A McIntyre. 
 
9. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher) 
Belhelvie Church and Graveyard Meeting (ref item 11) 
Potterton Wooden Shed  
ACTION Ongoing: H Foxen has received a verbal quote for the work but has not yet received a mail 
with confirmation which is required before the application for funding may be applied for. 
ACTION: H Foxen to email the quoting company for a confirmation price and send to E Phipps as 
soon as possible. 
Balmedie Library 
Latest update from Bill Murray (ref item 14) 
ACTION Completed: C Wood to followed up on Aberdeen fires to see if there will be any advice from 
the Police (ref item 3) 
Balmedie Library 

ACTION Completed: D Wallace asked B Murray to attend BCC May Meeting for an update. 
Belhelvie Community Trust AGM 
50% reduced Formartine Area Committee Budge 
ACTION Completed: All reviewed and sent preferences to C Wood who collated all feedback and 
sent to AC. 

 
10. General Projects  
Notice board Replacement Project (G Drummond) 
Notice board replaced at Premier Shop Balmedie  
Additional Benches (G Drummond) 
 2 placed outside Premier Shop Balmedie, all benches now in place 
Potterton Wooden Shed: (H Foxen) 
See Items 7 & 9 
Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps) 
Ref Item 7 
Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps) 
Ref item 7 
 
11. External Meeting Feedback 
Belhelvie Church and Graveyard, no BCC members present ref item 9 
Belhelvie Cemetery Meeting 17th May 2025 
The meeting was chaired by Bill McKenzie who posted a huge number of photographs showing the 
problems with the cemetery. The meeting was attended by several members of the public along with 
Sgt. Russell Minty of Ellon Police, Andrew Hassan a local councillor and Alex McIntyre of behalf of the 
BCC. 
Sgt. Minty highlighted that 2 accidents had been reported to Police Scotland in relation to car 
accidents. One in 2022 where major damage occurred. This caused by a driver guilty of a Drink 
Driving offence who was prosecuted as a result. The second was a young driver who skidded, hitting 
the wall. 
There is a bench behind the wall which the council refused to move as this was sited following 
discussion with family who donated it. It was agreed that the Council should be approached to see if 
the donating family would consider allowing the bench to be relocated given the potential danger the 
current position represents. 
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A ride on mower is now being used which is damaging kerbs and ornaments on graves. A couple of 
people highlighted that on at least 2 occasions where graves were cut too short meaning coffins 
would not fit which caused obvious distress during funeral services. 
Clay left over after graves have been filled has been deposited adjacent to the entrance in a very 
unsightly mess. This is at odds with other cemeteries people have visited. The feedback from the 
council has bee that nothing will be done about this. Mr McKenzie shared correspondence he has had 
with the council on several issues and the response, particularly given the nature of the location, was 
at best disappointing. It was concluded that the issues raised should be elevated to a higher level 
ascertain if senior management support the responses given to Mr McKenzie and if they accurately 
reflect Council position. 
The possibility of organising a Friends of Belhelvie Cemetery Group was discussed. It was agreed 
that Ellon Cemetery Friends Group be approached to see if they could send someone to the next 
meeting to discuss this issue. 
Mr McKenzie advised that he felt that he had been threatened by a council worker during a visit to the 
graveyard. This was now the subject to a police investigation. 
 
Formartine Area Community Council Forum 14th May 2025 (A McIntyre) 
Police have made a commitment to wherever possible attend the Forum meetings but cannot commit 
to attending every Community Council Meeting. They will attend where there is a specific issue. 
Community Councils are requested to keep sending e-mails to the police with any issues as every 
effort will be made to respond to them. The Police Reports will be issued quarterly with the next one 
due at the end of June. The police participated in the meeting via Teams. 
A presentation was given by Rachel Alban on refuge collection. She said she welcomes feedback 
from Community Councils in relation to any bin collection issues within the respective communities. 
She was questioned on why there wasn’t a specific household bottle collection system. She advised 
that the council did not commit to the cost associated as they had anticipated the Bottle Return 
Scheme becoming law which would render the need for such a collection obsolete. They are waiting 
to see what happens with this before making any commitment. 
A presentation was given by Niko Sangainetti who is heading up the team looking after the new 
Museum of Aberdeenshire in Peterhead. The cost of the refurbishment of Arbuthnott House, a smaller 
house and a new building along with the links between the three of them has been funded by the 
Westminster Government Levelling Up scheme along with support from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. The new museum will consist of 11 galleries to house the over 500,000 exhibits available to 
them. Niko is keen to speak to groups throughout Aberdeenshire who can help provide local inputs. 
Mark Mitchell AC advised that a procedure is in preparation regarding the use of Pop-Up Bobs. It was 
advised that these cost between £300 and £400. 
 
Belhelvie Community Trust AGM 28th April 2025(A McIntyre) 
The meeting started at 7.00pm and not 7.30pm as advised so first 20 minutes were missed. Two new 
Trustees were elected (Fiona Winstanley and Jenny Nicol). Rosemary Nixon stood down as chair 
after 10 years in post. She was congratulated on her dedication to the community for so many years. 
Cllr J Nicol was elected as the new Chair of the BCT. 
The BCT continues to try to source funding to pay for the two current paid posts within the 
organisation. 
£500 grants were awarded from the Sand Bothy income to each of the following organisations: - 
Balmedie Litter Pick, The Hub, Potterton Volunteers, Belhelvie First Responders and Balmedie 
Sensory Garden. 
Dungeons and Dragons on a Thursday Evening is proving very popular. 
Tall Ships – On a waiting list for a stall. 
700 trees available – looking for other projects 
27th July 12-4pm. Sand Bothy Summer Event. Offer extended to BCC to have a bottle stall or similar 
at this event. 
Hub meets every Monday morning. Poverty is not seen as biggest issue in this area. Biggest benefit 
of group is helping people from being isolated. Dr. Forbes congratulated the group and said the 
benefits of such a group is good from a mental health perspective. 
Potterton Volunteers have purchased a new lawnmower. Their primary focus now is still on the burn. 
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Litter Picking Group meet on 1st Saturday of the month 
The report on potential funding streams for the country park is awaited from the consultants 
undertaking the work. Next Country Park Meeting is in the 17th June 2025 
 
 
12. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
Training on energy consents for communities in Angus and Aberdeenshire 
Date/time:Tuesday 6 May 2025 – 12:00 to 13:30 
Booking link (Zoom) https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/av15aw4bRvOLq948eNjwDQ 
Thursday 8 May 2025 – 18:00 to 19:30 
Booking link (Zoom) https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/r73I2299RKWHz-OKLeMDFw 
Location: Online 
Description: Free training on energy consents for communities in Angus and Aberdeenshire 
Organiser: PAS on behalf of Angus and Aberdeenshire Councils 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulate to all BCC members and posted on FB 
Balmedie Leisure Centre AGM 
Date/time: Tuesday 20 May 2025, 7pm 
Location: BLC 
Description: AGM 
Organiser: BLC Committee 
Bill Murray will be asked to provide any related feedback at the next BCC in June  
ACTION Completed: C Wood shared BLC post on FB, no attendees available 
Resilience meeting (Belhelvie Community Resilience Group) 
Date/time: Tuesday 3 June 2025, 6pm 
Location: BLC 
Description: Regular BCRG meeting 
Organiser: Belhelvie Community Resilience Group 
ACTION: A McIntyre to attend and report back 
 
13. New Correspondence & Communications 
24th April 2025 AC Learning Estates Team Agreement to merger of Foveran and Tipperty Schools as 
discussed at Full Aberdeenshire Council on 24th April 2025 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated letter to all BCC members 
25th April 2025 Bill Mckenzie - Belhelvie Cemeteries Meeting, Saturday 17 May 2025, 12.30-2.30pm 
at Belhelvie Church, Forsyth Hall. 
ACTION Completed: C Wood posted on FB, A McIntyre to report at May Meeting (ref item 11) 
1st May 2025 Petra Cowan request to find out if BCC could help getting internet connection in 
Belhelvie upgraded. 
UPDATE Belhelvie on Openreach plans but no date for upgrade yet, resident was informed. 
9th May 2025 Update on the funds available this year after budget cuts to our settlements under the 
Improving Towns and Villages Fund (previously known as Improvements to the Amenity of Towns and 
Villages for the benefit of all). 
The deadline for proposals on how the fund will be used is 30 June 2025 (see below). 
ACTION Completed: Circulated to all BCC Members (12th May 2025) 
ACTION Completed: J Fletcher applied for the Village Enhancement Funds 

 
14. AOB 
Signs at Balmedie Beach saying No Barbeques  
No one is sure that this is an official sign from Scottish Government, probably because of the dry 
weather at present it is best to refrain from having barbeques. 
Balmedie Library (Update from B Murray) 
Received the licence to occupy, there are loads of conditions attached, if signed BLC are responsible 
for the building repairs, and everything associated with the building, AC are only responsible for wind 
and water tight. There was no building condition report from AC and no list of outstanding 
maintenance, so AC has been contacted due to these concerns. BLC have a meeting with AC at the 
library 21st May 2025 to see what their aspirations are and what BLC want to do with the building. AC 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/av15aw4bRvOLq948eNjwDQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/r73I2299RKWHz-OKLeMDFw


BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

 

6 
 

have sent BLC a quote for £7000 for outstanding repairs, £6000 of which is purely cosmetic for 
paintwork and decoration, £100 is for the repair of the roller doors which keep sticking and the fire 
escape light. It was pointed out that an overflow had been leaking for approximately 2 years, this has 
now been repaired. It was also decided that the notice board would remain and the keys handed over 
to Bill Murray. At present the library is still running 6 hours per week Wednesday and Friday  
 
Meeting closed 20:55 
 
NB These May 2025 minutes were approved on the 16th June 2025 BCC Meeting. 
BCC AGM will be on Monday 21st July 2025 at 6:30pm followed by the next BCC Meeting on 
Monday 21st July 2025 at 7:00pm F2F at Balmedie Leisure Centre and Online Teams (resources 
permitting)   
Visitors welcome. 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 

mailto:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com
http://www.belhelviecc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil
https://belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html

