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APPROVED MINUTES of MEETING 21st April 2025  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present: D Wallace, D McKendrick, G Middelton, H Foxen, J Fletcher, A McIntyre, 
Members Online: C Wood 
Apologies: G Drummond, E Phipps 
 
Formartine Area Councillors:  
Present: Cllr Hassan  
Online: Cllr Ritchie, Cllr Johnston, Cllr Nicol  
Apologies  
 
Visitors: H Kershaw (Whitecairns) 
Online: None 
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the chair. 
Requested to switch of mobiles or have on silent and for those on line, remember to mute all 
microphones when not speaking and click the raise your hand button if you want to speak. 
Introduction of all attendees 
 
2. Chairmans Opening Remarks  
If anyone wishes to attend any of our BCC meetings for a specific matter, please direct them to C 
Wood (belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com) so that the item to be discussed may be placed on 
the Agenda which is posted the week  prior to the BCC meeting. 
C Wood received an email on behalf of the BCC asking if we could send our monthly MOM to MP 
Harriet Cross and copy her Constituency Assistant Kai Suleman. C Wood has provided links to the 
BCC 
ACTION Completed: J Fletcher sent copies of February and March MOMs and received a thank you. 
Previously  
ACTION Completed: Chairman D Wallace had sent an email to MP H Cross about the ongoing visa 
and residential situation with the local business person Mario Chirumamilla, hopefully she may be 
able to engage and support this. 
ACTION: Chairman D Wallace suggested the BCC give a gift to the retired Banter Editor, Jess Petrie, 
to acknowledge and thank her for the great work she has put in over the years  
ACTION Completed: Chairman D Wallace visited Jess and she was very appreciative of the gift and 
said to thank all BCC members for the very kind thought  
 
3. Police Matters & Report Review 
No Police present again,  
No report due May/June 
Action Completed: Carolyne added new Sgt email to BCC contact list when received  
ACTION: C Wood to follow up on Aberdeen fires to see if there will be any advice from the Police 
Travellers Camping at Balmedie Beach Area 
Discussed at the BCC meeting on what our understanding is with the process on this issue and have 
the illegal camp removed. 
Update: Appears the padlock was cut to access the road/carpark, group are served notice by AC and 
have 7 days to leave, site has now been vacated. 
BCC feedback for Police 
Action Completed: Carolyne to re-publicise 101 / online form via Facebook 
Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101) 
BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
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Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be 
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 

Police advised to report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they are being recorded and 
tell the BCC or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 
Safe Drive Stay Alive Campaign: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjhWWYEdNoc 
08090807060 https://www2.sepa.org.uk/EnvironmentalEvents 
Police (non emergency) 101 Police /Fire Brigade (Emergency) 999 

 
4. Attendees & Visitor Items 
Whitecairns 
Resident (Howard Kershaw) attended the BCC meeting raised the question on the status of 
Whitecairns as settlement, as he felt the status was a cause for the refusal of his planning application. 
He wants Whitecairns designated as a settlement. Discussion ensued and it was agreed our Planning 
Reporter G Middleton would investigate the matter. 
ACTION: G Middleton to investigate & request Whitecairns is appointed settlement status. 

 
5. Resilience Planning Update (A McIntyre) 
Shortfall in funds for installing emergency generator at Balmedie Leisure Centre 
Review of the resilience group documents (Action Plan) ongoing 
Next meeting June 2025 
 
6. Planning Report (G Middleton) 
Validated 
Extraction of sand and gravel at Middleton Farm Potterton  
Temporary (12 months) sales cabin for Persimmon Homes at Blackdog 
Alterations and extension to 35 Lumsden Way Balmedie 
New house and garage north west of of Cairntack Belhelvie  
Erection of storage shed north-west of Sand Bothy Balmedie 
Battery storage system (49.9 MW) at Middleton Farm Potterton 
There have been 2 consultations for the above, H Foxen attended both and reported there are no 
houses nearby, under 50 MW and bunded all around the area and will not be visible, there is a 
questionnaire that all should fill in, if any concerns send to G Middleton who will collate. 
Decided 
Lyndale Belhelvie New build house - approved  
9 Kirkhill Gardens Potterton house extension-approved  
Howlands steading Balmedie extension -approved  
 
7. Treasures Update and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)  
Projects 
SSEN East Coast Local Fund applications unsuccessful 
Paths: Environment & Infrastructure services conducted site survey on 10th April, currently working up 
detailed estimate. 
Application to Formartine Rural Partnership Large Grants Scheme in respect of Path upgrades, 
Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb and Potterton Shed. 
Application to Formartine Area Committee Budget in respect of Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb 

(outcome 
expected May onwards) 
Coastal Communities Fund 25/26 has reopened, funding applications have already been submitted in 
respect of Belhelvie Bowling Club and Potterton Shed. Deadline for applications 19th May 
 
 
8. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (A McIntyre) 
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The minutes from the previous meeting were viewed and slightly changed then proposed for approval 
by D McKendrick and seconded by H Foxen. 
 
9. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher) 
Belhelvie Church and Graveyard 
G Drummond could not attend the designated meeting on 22nd March 2025 due to work commitments, 
there will be further meetings and BCC will have a nominated person to attend. Notes from the 
meeting will be forwarded to BCC and will be discussed in BCC 19th May Meeting.  
Potterton Wooden Shed  
 ACTION Ongoing: G Drummond had a look at the shed and took pics and reported the shed has 
bowed quite badly approximately 8” at the side, looks like internal structural remedial work required, it 
does not look too bad rotten wise, but some work would also be required for this. G Drummond also 
got a quote for the structural work, and it would be approximately £2900. 
G Drummond needs to get inside to check the shed out so requires the key or someone to open the 
shed for him. 
G Drummond now has access and will visit the site and compile budget quote. 
Balmedie Library 
Latest from Bill Murray (via email to BCC) Bill has raised concerns over the agreement being 
proposed by AC and BLC liability for the library building with limited use of the building. 

ACTION: D Wallace to ask B Murray to attend BCC May Meeting for an update. 

 
10. General Projects  
Potterton Wooden Shed: (H Foxen) 
See Item  
Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps) 
Ref Item 7 
Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps) 
Ref item 7 
 
11. External Meeting Feedback 
Belhelvie Church and Graveyard, no BCC members present ref item 9 
 
12. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
Consultation event Middleton Farm Proposal of Application Notice 
Date/time: Monday 28 April from 1:00pm – 6:00pm 
Location: Potterton Community Centre 
Description: Public consultation event for the Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) for the proposed 
extraction of sand and gravel at Middleton Farm, Potterton 
Organiser: Leiths (Scotland) Ltd additional: website will be live from Tuesday 22 April 
(www.jpb.co.uk/middletonfarm) 
ACTION Completed: circulate to BCC members (26 March) 
ACTION: C Wood to post on Facebook / noticeboards 
ACTION: attending H Foxen, G Middleton 
  
Belhelvie Community Trust AGM 
Date/time: Monday 28 April, 7:30pm 
Location: The Sand Bothy 
Description: Annual General Meeting 
Organiser: BCT 
ACTION: attending A McIntyre 
  
Formartine Community Council Forum 
Date/time: Wednesday 14 May 2025, 18:30 - 20:00 
Location: Hybrid - Teams and ELN_FMH Function Room (New Formartine House building in Ellon) 
Description: Regular forum meeting 
Organiser: Aberdeenshire Council 

http://www.jpb.co.uk/middletonfarm
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ACTION: A McIntyre, H Foxen 
ACTION: C Wood to send Teams link 
  
Consultation event Middleton Farm Proposal of Application Notice 
Date/time: Monday 19 May from 1:00pm – 6:00pm 
Location: Potterton Community Centre 
Description: Public consultation event for the Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) for the proposed 
extraction of sand and gravel at Middleton Farm, Potterton 
Organiser: Leiths (Scotland) Ltd 
Additional: website will be live from Tuesday 22 April (www.jpb.co.uk/middletonfarm) 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated to BCC members (26 March) 
ACTION: C Wood to post on Facebook / noticeboards 
ACTION: attending TBC 
 
13. New Correspondence & Communications 
We have had confirmation that we will have a 50% reduced Formartine Area Committee Budget for 
2025/26, of £35,600. 
We will be reporting to Formartine Area Committee in April, to allow the Committee to consider the 
criteria for the year ahead. I attach a copy of the proposed criteria and would welcome any feedback 
on this from the community, which we will share with the Committee.  
As regards the Improving the Amenity for our Towns and Villages Scheme, various options will be put 
forward for consideration, including: 

• reducing allocations in line with the reduction in the budget 

• changing the criteria for the scheme, moving towards legacy projects only 

• discontinuing the scheme and reallocating the budget to the general fund, but allowing 
communities to apply for funding for specific activities that meet the criteria 

If you wish to provide comments for consideration, I’d be grateful if you could provide these by w/c 
21st April 2025. 
ACTION: All to review and send preferences to C Wood 
5th April 2025 Latest information on the Local Development Plan, of note from the AC newsletter: 
"The Call for Ideas will form two parts, the first being the Call for Sites whereby prospective 
developers will be invited to submit deliverable development proposals for the period 2029-2039, 
otherwise known as the ‘bids’ process.  The second is the Call for Ideas which will largely be aimed 
at communities to share their ideas which will be used to inform the Proposed Plan. The views of 
stakeholders, partners and Key Agencies will also be sought during this period. 
Both the Call for Ideas and Call for Sites will commence in Summer 2025.  The Call for Sites will 
close on 31 October 2025, with the broader Call for Ideas closing on 31 December 2025." 
The newsletter also has details of how you can subscribe directly to the newsletter. Link to the 
newsletter belhelviecc.org.uk/local-planning.html (Local Development Plan Newsletter (latest and 
archive) Stay up to date on the progress of the Local Development Plan by signing up to the 
Aberdeenshire Council LDP newsletter email LDP@aberdeenshire.gov.uk (use subject LDP 
Newsletter) to join the mailing list. 
25th March 2025 Statutory Consultation Papers (new speed limits) consultation 
Deadline: Wednesday 23rd April 2025. 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated to all BCC members, discuss at April meeting 
26 March - Balmedie Country Park Meeting (11 March 2025) notes 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated to all BCC members 26th March 2025 
26th March 2025 grass cutting 
D McKendrick has reported seeing a ride-on mower (Balmedie Church) in use any idea who owns 
this, Would they be willing to help in the villages? 
ACTION Completed: Discuss at April meeting 
31st March 2025 Belhelvie Cemetery/Graveyard 
Bill McKenzie reports being threatened by Council staff (Landscape services team) at the Belhelvie 
cemetery on Friday 28 March Discussion Bill McKenzie and Oliver Deeming over the state of the 
graveyard and the views from the community meeting Bill organised for 22nd March 2025 with approx 
30 people in attendance. 

http://www.jpb.co.uk/middletonfarm
https://belhelviecc.org.uk/local-planning.html
http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/local-development-plan-updates
http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/local-development-plan-updates
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ACTION Completed: C Wood acknowledged the receipt of the email informing BCC of the incident. 
ACTION: Bill McKenzie has asked for help to set up a Whatsapp group, BCC cannot help with the set 
up of Whasapp 
ACTION Completed: C Wood sent Bill MacKenzie’s notes 
1st April 2025 LDP newsletter dates for developer bids and call for ideas 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated to all BCC members 5th April 2025, highlighting bids and 
deadlines 
8th April 2025 Formartine Coastal Communities Fund for 2025/26 
ACTION Completed: C Wood publicised on FB on 9th April 2025 
9th April 2025 Harriet Cross MP Office team request for BCC MOM 
ACTION Completed: ref item 2 

 
14. AOB 
Speeding issues (Balmedie Old Aberdeen Road from Roundabout the Keir Rise) 
M Lawrence from Old Road Balmedie handed in a letter at the start of the BCC Meeting but could not 
attend due to ill health. the contents of whcih were read out and discussed. M Lawrence has been 
working with this issue with Police and AC Councillors since 2020. 
Issues already discussed by BCC at their meetings in the last few years: 
Potterton crashes, temporary speed restriction reduced/removed crashes 
NOTE Roads team planning road improvement than will be returning to previous (higher) speed limit 
despite objection from BCC (and Police support for BCC position 
Blackdog roundabout frequent crashes through barriers BCC in touch with Roads / BEAR about this - 
they were monitoring the situation/number of crashes 
Belhelvie resident reported levels of HGVs (Sept 2023) AC Roads said they could not change road 
designation as this would mean Council bin lorries could not use it 
Balmedie Eigie Road speeding traffic survey Nov minutes monitoring box removed 
ACTION: J Fletcher to copy M Lawrence’s letter and send to all BCC members. 
ACTION: Remind M Lawrence of the BCC Mays Meeting  

 
NOTE Formartine Area Committee meeting Tuesday 25th March 2025 
Item 5 - Speed Limit Orders for Implementing the National 20mph Strategy 
UPDATE: March meeting Cllr Nicol sent note on this item she is happy to feedback CC response to 
the Area Committee meeting on 25th March 2025, Cllr Nicol’s email circulated to BCC members 
ACTION: C Wood to check information available on the National Speeding Strategy and post on FB. 
UPDATE: D McKendrick sent update on all BCC speeding mitigations tried. 
ACTION: D McKendrick to update in BCC May Meeting and get it minuted as evidence that BCC are 
working on speeding issues. 
UPDATE 21st April 2025: Cllr Nicol has asked at the Area Committee/Statutory consultation for the 
Old Road to become part of the 20mph area rather than variable speed limits. 
UPDATE 21st April 2025: Cllr Ritchie asked the Police to come to the Balmedie area after he saw 
them in Pitmedden recently doing speed checks. 
 
Budget cut for 2025/26 for the Formartine Area 
27th March 2025 email from Claire Young (AC) 50% budget cut for 2025/26 for the Formartine Area 
ACTIONs Completed C Wood circulated to all BCC members, discussed and agreed feedback at 
April BCC meeting, resent email and requested feedback by Wednesday 23rd April 2025, C Wood 
collated all feedback.  
ACTION: C Wood sent all feedback to C Young AC  

 
 
Meeting closed 21.03 
 
NB These April 2025 minutes were approved on the 19th May 2025 BCC Meeting. 
Next BCC Meeting Monday16th June 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie Leisure Centre and 
Online Teams (resources permitting)   
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Visitors welcome. 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 

mailto:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com
http://www.belhelviecc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil
https://belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html

