BELHELVIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Approved MINUTES of MEETING 17" March 2025

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex Mcintyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood

Members Present: D Wallace, D McKendrick, G Middelton, G Drummond, H Foxen Councillor
Members Online: C Wood, E Phipps, Councillor Derek Ritchie
Apologies: J Fletcher, A Mclintyre,

Formartine Area Councillors:
Present: Cllr Hassan (P/T)
Online: ClIr Ritchie,
Apologies

Visitors: Howard Kershaw, Paul Collier, Laura Geals
Online: None

1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees

All attendees were welcomed and requested to put all matters to be addressed through the chair.
Requested to switch of mobiles or have on silent and for those on line, remember to mute all
microphones when not speaking and click the raise your hand button if you want to speak.
Introduction of all attendees

2. Chairmans Opening Remarks

If anyone wishes to attend any of our BCC meetings for a specific matter, please direct them to C
Wood (belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com) so that the item to be discussed may be placed on
the Agenda which is posted the week prior to the BCC meeting.

Discussion on recent notification from Aberdeenshire Council regarding the grass areas in all parishes
not being cut anymore. BCC to revert with comments

Wild flower area in Scott Grove in Belhelvie was taking back to grass at locals request however
Aberdeenshire Council have not maintained therefore the community will be keeping it tidy.

Action: Clir Derek Ritchie to follow up with Greenspace & Landscape services and liaise with
residents

BCC to look at the potential of raising funding for a ride on Mower to cut the grass areas
Extraordinary meeting to be held to discuss this issue in further detail prior to reverting to
Aberdeenshire Council

Planters in all parishes to be topped up with compost, however Aberdeenshire Council have stated
that no plants will be supplied this year.

Balmedie Library Closure Meeting BCC

BLC have submitted CAT (Community Asset Transfer) complete with a Business Plan and believe
they are now the only noted interest. Awaiting final decision.

6hrs Library service will be maintained at present

Multiple groups have shown interest in using the facility

Whitecairns
Resident (Howard Kershaw) raised a question on the status of Whitecairns as settlement, as he felt

the status was a cause for the refusal of his planning application. He wants Whitecairns designated as
a settlement.
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Action: Graham/David W to investigate & request Whitecairns is appointed settlement status
Resident (Howard Kershaw) raised a question on the sale of Wilson Water. The BCC do not have
direct knowledge of this sale.

The community would need to take this forward if they want to see it maintained / not changed.

Leisure Centre
The 3 phases of extension to the Leisure centre have all been approved

Unruly Behaviour

The free bus passes for children has been identified as vehicle for them to travel to neighbouring
villages/ Housing estates to cause concern.

Proposal voiced for BCC to discuss with Aberdeen Council regarding having a time limit on the
passes for example 07:00 to 18)

3. Police Matters & Report Review

No Police present again,

New report format received however very basic with little detailed information

Next report due May/June

There was a concern raised over recent attempts at Car theft and people advised to ensure vehicles
are locked at all times

Sgt Richard Jones replacing Sgt Malcolm Smith (noted in Feb 25 meeting)
Action: Carolyne to add new Sgt email to BCC contact list when received

BCC feedback for Police

Cars stolen in Blackdog not reported
Action: Carolyne to re -publicise 101 / online form via Facebook

Fires in Aberdeen / BoD - any feedback from Police, is it moving towards our communities
Action: Contact police & check what info they can give us which we can share with the communities

Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101)

BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues

Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback.

Police advised to report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they are being recorded and
tell the BCC or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police.

Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111.

Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

Safe Drive Stay Alive Campaign: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjhWWYEdNoc
08090807060 https://www2.sepa.org.uk/EnvironmentalEvents

Police (non emergency) 101 Police /Fire Brigade (Emergency) 999

4. Resilience Planning Update (A Mcintyre)

o Standby generator has been delivered to the Leisure Centre

o Bill Murray and Alex attended an online Course presented by the Met Office.
Subject was Met Office Information, Products and Services.
A look at the Met Office weather information, products and services that are available to
community responders / voluntary sector to aid them in their role. Included a look at the
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services available during periods of severe weather but also other information that may be
helpful.

¢ Review of the resilience group documents ongoing
5. Planning Report (G Middleton)

Verified
21, Park Terrace, Belhelvie - Change of use of domestic garage to Dog Grooming studio.

6, Lumsden Way Balmedie- Alterations and Extension to dwelling house.

Kirkwood development Blackdog - change of builder to Persimmons for 44 houses including change
of house type and orientation.

Decided
Alterations and extension to property at Bridefolds Whitecairns- Approved

Balmedie Leisure Centre Extension and alterations- Approved

It should be noted that whilst the Barratt development at Potterton was approved at committee circa 6
weeks ago it is still shown in the Planning system as “awaiting decision “

6. Treasures Update and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)
Projects

1 EB Scotland have awarded £10k for Path upgrades, however Belhelvie Bowling Club proposal was
unsuccessful

2 Awaiting outcome from applications to SSEN East Coast Local Fund in respect of Path upgrades,
Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb and Potterton Shed (outcome expected March)

3 Nestrans have requested more detailed cost breakdown prior to releasing funds for Path upgrades

4 Application to Formartine Rural Partnership Large Grants Scheme in respect of Path upgrades,
Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb and Potterton Shed

5 Application to Formartine Area Committee Budget in respect of Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb
(outcome expected May onwards)

7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (A Mclintyre)
The minutes from the previous meeting were viewed and proposed for approval by D McKendrick and
seconded by H Foxen.

8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher
Belhelvie Church and Graveyard

BCC to continue to check with Councillors about the situation with graveyard and
the issues the resident has reported. Meeting being held on 22" March which G Drummond will
attend
Potterton Wooden Shed

G Drummond had a look at the shed and took pics and reported the shed has
bowed quite badly approximately 8” at the side, looks like internal structural remedial work required, it
does not look too bad rotten wise, but some work would also be required for this. G Drummond also
got a quote for the structural work, and it would be approximately £2900.
G Drummond needs to get inside to check the shed out so requires the key or someone to open the
shed for him.
G Drummond now has access and will visit the site and compile budget quote.
ACTION Completed: H Foxen to arrange for G Drummond to have access to the shed.
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9. General Projects
Potterton Wooden Shed: (H Foxen)

See ltem 8

Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps)
Ref Item 6

Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps)

Ref item 6

10. External Meeting Feedback

Balmedie Country Park Meeting: attended by D Wallace & D McKendrick

Challenged on the request for booking slots at the beach/Bothy. It's a public beach and open for use
from everyone. Reason is to avoid duplication of large groups apparently.

700 new trees planted at sand Bothy and path at Eigie Road. Also, along school perimeter but NOT at
bottom hill where the kids sledge.

DW raised thanks to Alex & Ewan for their initial work in getting the Path from village to waterworks
improved.

Funding has been given for painting the external of the bothy, and missing fence panels have been
replaced

Wheelchairs are being maintained and cleaned for opening of bothy on 5th April

A Shed is required for storage of the wheelchairs and has been selected however planning
permission is required. This has been submitted and waiting update

Bins not being emptied, sometimes 5-6 weeks between emptied and this is a challenge now, what will
it be like in the summer time, Mark Mitchell was actioned to arrange call with Wast dept to sort out

Jess has resigned as editor from the Banter and next edition will be in September
Highlights from BCC to be submitted by mid-April (Bullet Points and one para)

Community Council Forum: Attended by D Wallace & A Mcintyre.

Police were not in attendance at this meeting also, it was proposed that Mark Mitchell contacted them
and advised their attendance at this meeting would be most appreciated as the forum is a great
opportunity to cover a significant geographical area.

Alex Mclintyre was appointed Vice Chairman and BCC wish him good luck in his new position.

Formartine Rural Partnership: Attended by H Foxen
Funding raised for

3 students to participate in the Tall Ships

Riding lessons for the disabled and a replacement groom
wind farm applying for 2" turbine

11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training

Belhelvie Cemetery resident organised meeting

Date/time: Saturday 22 March, 12.30pm

Location: Forsyth Hall

Description: Meeting and discussion of the issues in and around the Belhelvie
Cemeteries/Graveyards

Organiser: Bill McKenzie. G Drummond will attend
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Engagement events for the closure of Udny Station surgery in person

Date: Tuesday 25 March 2025

Time: 1230 — 1430 & 1530 - 1730

Location: Dr Spence Memorial Hall, Udny Green, Ellon. AB41 7RS H Foxen will attend
Online

Date: Tuesday 25 March 2025

Time: 1830 — 1930

Location: Online via TEAMSs. Please see the Scotstown Practice website to join the meeting -
https://www.scotstownmedicalgroup.co.uk/news

12. New Correspondence & Communications

Numerous e-mails regarding Graveyard & the path from Victoria Garage to Balmedie meeting
arranged to which G Drummond will attend

There will be no spring edition of the Banter as Jess has resigned as Editor, BCC thanks her for
her tremendous effort and dedication to the position over the years
Action: DW to arrange a “Thank you / appreciation gift” for Jess.

13. AOB
No AOB noted
Meeting closed 21.00

NB These March 2025 minutes were approved on the 21st °f April 2025 BCC Meeting.

Next BCC Meeting Monday19th May 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie Leisure Centre and Online
Teams (resources permitting)

Visitors welcome.

Belhelvie Community Council

Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link

Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil

Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html
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