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MINUTES of MEETING 17th February 2025 Online  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present:  
Members Online: C Wood, H Foxen, E Phipps J Fletcher, D Wallace, G Middleton D McKendrick, G 
Drummond, A McIntyre 
Apologies: None 
 
Formartine Area Councillors:  
Online: Cllr Ritchie, Cllr J Nicol, Cllr Hassan 
Apologies Cllr Johnston 
 
Visitors: None 
Online: None 
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and as this is a Teams meeting only all matters to be addressed 
through C Wood. Remember to mute all microphones when not speaking and click the raise your 
hand button if you want to speak. Introduction of all attendees 
 
2. Chairmans Opening Remarks  
If anyone wishes to attend any of our BCC meetings for a specific matter, please direct them to C 
Wood (belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com) so that the item to be discussed may be placed on 
the Agenda which is posted 7 days prior to the BCC meeting. 
Balmedie Library Closure Meeting BCC 
Note sent from B Murray Balmedie Leisure Centre. BLC are about ready to submit our CAT 
(Community Asset Transfer) application which I hope to do in time for the councils meeting on the 13th 
February 2025. We have agreed with BCT (Belhelvie Community Trust) on some collaboration for use 
of the building, if we are the only interested party, we will apply for a licence to occupy. 
Cllr Hassan said he would send a link to the BCC of the AC meeting which explains the situation with 
all the libraries that were in danger of closure. He said that Balmedie Library looks like one of the few 
that might have a favourable outcome, so it is looking positive at the moment for Balmedie.  
D Wallace said he was disappointed that the BCC has been sidelined in these conversations and will 
bring the matter up with M Mitchell AC at the Community Forum Meeting 18th February 2025. The 
belief is that the BCC as the statutory body is the conduit for providing information through to our 
groups that sit within our area and if the Aberdeenshire Council is going to ignore us there is no point 
in the community council.  
Cllr Nicol went along to Committee for Communities Meeting where there was a petition being heard 
for saving Balmedie Library and they wanted continuity of service until the CAT went through. There 
were assurances given by Avril Nicol (AC) that they did not think there would be any immediate 
closure as the applicant for the CAT would likely be in place and there would be no after service at 
Balmedie. 
 
3. Police Matters & Report Review 
Police Scotland no officers present, no November, December, January reports, C Anderson checked 
and is awaiting for the Police to come with a new format for the monthly report 
ACTION: If C Wood recieves report, send to all BCC members 
ACTION Completed: C Wood to send BCC meeting details 16th and ask for police attendance for 
January or February BCC Meetings to discuss the following: Community Policing Policy, misuse of e-
scooters, harassment issues of residents and plodhill speed restriction being lifted by AC Roads 
Department. 
Advice Ongoing: Residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101) 

BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
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Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be 
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 

Police advised to report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they are being recorded and 
tell the BCC or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 
Safe Drive Stay Alive Campaign: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjhWWYEdNoc 
08090807060 https://www2.sepa.org.uk/EnvironmentalEvents 
Police (non emergency) 101 Police /Fire Brigade (Emergency) 999 

 
4. Resilience Planning Update (A McIntyre) 
A meeting of the Resilience Group was held on the 11th of February 2025. Notes from this meeting 
have been circulated on noticeboards prior to this meeting. There were no calls to the Resilience 
Group during the recent storms. The main activity at the moment is the Emergency Generator in the 
Leisure Centre where funds have been received, and order is to be placed with the preferred 
contractor. 
 
5. Planning Report (G Middleton) 
Validated: extension to Howlands Steading Balmedie 
Persimmons have reapplied to change the type of house for the 43 houses that were taken off from 
Kirkwood Blackdog. 
Causewayend, Whitecairns, they have planning permission for 3 new houses, they have a request on 
approval of matters arising from their planning permission  
North Beach Road, extension  
Hillhead of Muirton, Whitecairns extension plus swimming pool approved.  
Potterton Development still showing awaiting decision but according to a note from a Councillor who 
was present at the meeting, it has passed. 
 
6. Treasures Update and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)  
Projects 
Awaiting outcome from applications to EB Scotland Landfill Fund in respect of Path upgrades and 
Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb (outcome expected March) 
Awaiting outcome from applications to SSEN East Coast Local Fund in respect of Path upgrades, 
Belhelvie Bowling Club Refurb, Potterton Shed (outcome expected March) 
We have been awarded £4800 match funding from Nestrans Sustainable Travel Grant for the Path 
upgrades 
We have been awarded £500 from Formartine Rural Partnership as a contribution towards Belhelvie 
Bowling Club Refurb 
 
7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (A McIntyre) 
The minutes from the previous meeting were viewed and slightly altered, they were then proposed for 
approval by C Wood and seconded by H Foxen. 
 
8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher 
Belhelvie Church and Graveyard 
ACTION Ongoing: BCC to continue to check with Councillors about the situation with graveyard and 
the issues the resident has reported. 
ACTION Completed: J Fletcher (Balmedie) received leaflets for posting on the notice boards and 
passed them to A McIntyre 
ACTION Completed: G Drummond to resend info (What 3 words) for the locations benches and 
notice boards to C Wood. 
Potterton Wooden Shed  
 ACTION Ongoing: G Drummond had a look at the shed and took pics and reported the shed has 
bowed quite badly approximately 8” at the side, looks like internal structural remedial work required, it 
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does not look too bad rotten wise, but some work would also be required for this. G Drummond also 
got a quote for the structural work, and it would be approximately £2900. 
G Drummond needs to get inside to check the shed out so requires the key or someone to open the 
shed for him. 
ACTION: H Foxen to arrange for G Drummond to have access to the shed. 
 
9. General Projects  
Potterton Wooden Shed: (H Foxen) 
See Item 8 
Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps) 
Ref Item 6 
Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps) 
Ref item 6 
 
10. External Meeting Feedback 

 
Milton Of Potterton Traffic Investigation  
Online, Friday 24th January 2025 – H. Foxen was interviewed on this issue and provided input at an 
interview which lasted around 20 minutes. 
 
Belhelvie Parish Resilience Group meeting 
Date/time: Tuesday 11th February 2025, 6.00pm – A. McIntyre attended on behalf of BCC. Summary 
included in Section 4.0 of the minutes. 
 
11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
 
Formartine Community Council Forum 
Date/time: Wed 19 February 2025 18:30 - 20:00 
Location: Online (Teams) 
Description: Regular Forum meeting 
Organiser: AC 
E Phipps, D Wallace with report and A McIntyre (TBC) to attend  
 
Belhelvie Graveyard Meeting 
Rescheduled for Saturday 22nd March 2025. G. Drummond to attend. 
 
12. New Correspondence & Communications 

 
A resident sent an Email in relation to what will happen to the Wildflower area which was cut back in 
2024 following a survey of residents by the BCC. Feedback from Councillors indicated that it may not 
be cut back this year. This is to be confirmed, and a response sent to the resident. 
 
Potterton Scrapyard Burning Issue 
Update sent from Cllr Hassan reporting the successful prosecution of person responsible for the 
scrapyard fire. 
 
CC Elections 2024 
Request for members to provide feedback on the election process. 
 
The subject of Glass Bins not being emptied in Black Dog and resident being told that they were no 
longer on the Councils list. Councillors to raise this with ACC as a matter of urgency. 
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13. AOB 
 

Projects 
Following the successful campaign on the path to the beach which the Council have agreed to take 
on board and hopefully successful funding of the improvements of path between the Sensory Garden 
and Old Road in Balmedie the Chair asked Members to look at other initiatives to improve the 
Settlements. 
 
Shop Building on Old Road 
It was noted that the former Post Office building in Balmedie which has been an eyesore and has 
been subject of continuous lobbying has finally seen demolition work taking place. This is seen as a 
welcome development by most people in Balmedie 

 
Meeting closed 21.00 
 
NB These February 2025 minutes were approved on the 17th of March 2025 BCC Meeting. 
Next BCC Meeting Monday 21st April 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie Leisure Centre and 
Online Teams (resources permitting)   
Visitors welcome. 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 
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