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Approved MINUTES of MEETING 20th January 2025 F2F and Online  
 

Chair: David Wallace; Vice Chair: Alex McIntyre Treasurer: Ewan Phipps 
Secretary: John Fletcher Planning Reporter: Graham Middleton 
Communications Coordinator: Carolyne Wood 
 
Members Present: J Fletcher, D Wallace, G Middleton 
Members Online: C Wood, H Foxen, E Phipps  
Apologies: D McKendrick, G Drummond, A McIntyre 
 
Formartine Area Councillors: Cllr Hassan 
Online: Cllr Ritchie, Cllr J Nicol 
Apologies Cllr Johnston 
 
Visitors: B Murray S Buchan (BLC) 
Online:  
 
1. Apologies & Introductions of Visitors/Attendees 
All attendees were welcomed and asked everyone that all matters be addressed through the chair for 
the F2F meeting and through C Wood for the Teams Meeting online. Introduction of all attendees 
 
2. Chairmans Opening Remarks  
Balmedie Library Closure Meeting BCC 
9th January 2025 Meeting took place at the BLC to discuss the possible closure of the library, 
unfortunately BCT (J Corbett) could not be present due to illness, members of the BCC D Wallace, J 
Fletcher and G Middleton were present along with members of the BLC B Murray and Manager 
Shona Buchan. B Murray said the BLC had sent an expression of interest to AC for the possible 
Transfer of Asset of the Library Building. BLC are in the process of making a business case to send to 
AC. 
BCT Notes 
These notes sent by J Corbett are to summarise the BCT’s current thoughts on the matter: 
Primarily, BCT is committed to ensuring that the library building continues to function as a library 
If this goal cannot be achieved through Live Life Aberdeenshire/Aberdeenshire Council, we are 
interested in exploring the possibility of establishing a community-run library service, regardless of 
who may ultimately manage it. 
BCT would only consider a Community Asset Transfer (CAT) if we believe the building is a vital asset 
to the community, utilised by various groups, including several of our own and other external 
organisations. 
If BCT determines that taking on an additional CAT is not feasible for us, we would still be willing to 
offer advice and support to future CAT applicants, both during the transfer process and for post-
transfer maintenance- something we have extensive knowledge and documentation for. 
Ultimately, BCT’s primary objective is to ensure that the building remains within the community for 
community use, managed by those best suited to run it, with support from BCT. 
Meeting in Balmedie Library 16th January 2025 (Community Engagement Exercise) 
D Wallace, G Middleton and H Foxen attended. Avril Nicol (AC Library Officer) gave an informative 
presentation where she stated that she was committed to try and maintain some form of library 
service in Balmedie albeit under a different administrator. Essentially it is the library building that will 
close at the end of March as AC can no longer afford to keep it open due to budget cutbacks and 
constraints. What is needed to keep the building open is an Asset Transfer to a local community 
group proceeded by an Expression of interest in doing so by said group. (Please note the BCC cannot 
do this). It was declared at the meeting that two such EOI’s had been received by AC which was an 
encouraging development. Further to acceptance from the AC, each group will then be requested to 
prepare and submit a business plan in support of their Asset Transfer Request (ATR) for further 
consideration by AC Formartine Area office who will then decide which application is preferred and 
their ATR progressed. Our concern is that this process could take some time to conclude well beyond 
the end March closure date and the building left to deteriorate over time. 
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On the Library piece, members may like to watch the recording of the Communities Committee 
meeting from Thursday just past here: 
Communities Committee Livestream - Afternoon | Microsoft Teams  (watch from 0:34:21) where Avril 
Nicol explains what has happened since your meeting. 
None of the Ward 8 Elected Members are on that Committee, but points were made by Cllrs Taylor 
(Formartine Chairman) and Cllr Baillie (Inverurie). 
 
3. Police Matters & Report Review 
Police Scotland no officers present, no November or December report, C Anderson to check 
ACTION: C Wood to email C Anderson AC to see if any report is forthcomming  
ACTION: If C wood  recieves report, send to all BCC members 
ACTION Completed: C Wood to send BCC meeting details 16th and ask for police attendance for 
January or February BCC Meetings to discuss the following: Community Policing Policy, misuse of e-
scooters, harassment issues of residents and plodhill speed restriction being lifted by AC Roads 
Department. 
Meeting attendance 
Update from Sg Scott Cooper (20th January 2025) 
He has asked the Community Police Officers to patrol, he has also patrolled himself in response to 
reports of 'youth annoyance' but not seen issues when he arrived. 
Advice residents to keep reporting issues of anti-social behaviour to Police (101) 
Will check for attendance at the February meeting with Inspector Barry Stewart and will be back in 
touch in early February about attendance 

BCC to use Formartine Police email to feedback issues  
Plodhill 
Police feedback (18th Nov 2024) generally supportive of BCC but not a Police matter. 
Action Completed: BCC discussion of AC Roads Team attending BCC meetings, BCC agreed 
(January 2025 meeting) to ask the AC Roads Team to attend BCC meeting when the road is repaired 
and the speed limit is about to be raised again 
ACTION Completed: C Wood to reposted 101 and online form  
Community Crime Record open to allow anyone to identify crimes within the area so they may be 
recorded by BCC then passed to Police and AC Councillor feedback. 

Police advised to report all incidents even trivial ones to Police so they are being recorded and 
tell the BCC or BCC members so we can feed it back to the Police. 
Report anonymously through the independent charity Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 
Contact Police on 101 or using the "Contact Us" form on the Police Scotland website 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/ 
Safe Drive Stay Alive Campaign: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjhWWYEdNoc 
08090807060 https://www2.sepa.org.uk/EnvironmentalEvents 
Police (non emergency) 101 Police /Fire Brigade (Emergency) 999 

 
4. Resilience Planning Update (A McIntyre) 
A McIntyre not present update at next month meeting 
 
5. Planning Report (G Middleton) 
Extension to Bridgefolds in Whitecairns. 
 
6. Treasures Update and Project Funding Updates (E Phipps)  
Paths Project 
Intention to utilise Paths For All Fund (utilising AC for tendering and procurement), 24/25 deadline is 
too tight (31st Mar 25) therefore agreed to apply to 25/26 Fund, we will require match funding 
therefore have applied to the following: 

1) Aberdeenshire Local Action Group Community Path Development Programme unsuccessful 
in our application for funding assistance with a landscape designer, therefore will need to self-
fund for now  

https://teams.microsoft.com/convene/meetings?url=%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_ODNkNzM5YTEtYWVjYS00ZDQzLWE1MzYtMjIzMzNhZjE0MTBi%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257B%2522IsBroadcastMeeting%2522%253Atrue%252C%2522role%2522%253A%2522a%2522%252C%2522Tid%2522%253A%2522fed99306-4d2d-4409-959d-d0edb7304a0b%2522%252C%2522Oid%2522%253A%25220acb1e46-4960-4272-a6ca-c9f36f01e644%2522%257D&isanonymous=true&tenantId=fed99306-4d2d-4409-959d-d0edb7304a0b
https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjhWWYEdNoc
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2) Nestrans Community Sustainable Travel Grant Nestrans would like to progress the 
application. Discussion to be had in new year prior to providing any form of grant offer 

3) EB Scotland Application made with BCC acting as the CTP, deadline 31st Jan 25, application 
to be considered at EB Scotland Feb meeting 

Belhelvie Bowling Green 
1) Detailed cost breakdown received from Robert Patterson at Turf Solutions 
2) Formartine Area Committee Budget application made for full amount. Claire Young 

confirmed 24/25 budget now closed, 25/26 budget to be set at AC final meeting in 
February to begin allocations in Mar 25, application will be considered for 25/26 budget. 

3) Formartine Rural Partnership Small Grants Scheme Round 6 Application for funding 
assistance (£500 max) with Turf specialist fees, deadline 15th Jan 25 

4) Scotmid Community Grant Application for funding assistance (£500 max) with the Turf 
specialist fees 

5) If application to Formartine Area Committee unsuccessful then Intention to apply to EB 
Scotland for remainder, application still being worked on, deadline 31st Jan 

 
7. Comments / Approval from the previous Meeting Minutes (A McIntyre) 
The minutes from the previous meeting were viewed and slightly altered, they were then proposed for 
approval by D Wallace and seconded by G Middleton. 
 
8. Matters arising from Previous Meeting (J Fletcher 
Belhelvie Church and Graveyard 
ACTION Ongoing: BCC to continue to check with Councillors about the situation with graveyard and 
the issues the resident has reported. 
 
 
9. General Projects  
Potterton Community Hall (H Foxen) 
No advancement 
 
Potterton Wooden Shed and Concrete Building 
ACTION Ongoing: H Foxen /G Drummond to try and get an estimate for the repairs. 
Potterton Planters (H Foxen) 
H Foxen to speak with G Drummond on a possible change of plan 
ACTION: H Foxen to send G Drummond a date from 20th January 2025 
Belhelvie Bowling Green (G Middleton, E Phipps) 
Ref Item 6 
Balmedie Paths Project (E Phipps) 
Ref item 6 
  
10. External Meeting Feedback 
Meeting in Balmedie Library 16th January 2025 (Community Engagement Exercise) 
(Ref Item2) 
 
11. Attending Nomination for Future External Meetings/Training 
Milton Of Potterton Traffic Investigation  
Online, Friday 24th January 2025 
H Foxen attending / being interviewed 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated meeting details to all BCC members 

 
Belhelvie Parish Resilience Group meeting 
Date/time: Tuesday 11th February 2025, 6.00pm 
Location: Balmedie Leisure Centre 
Description: Regular meeting - Existing and potential new members are welcome to attend 
Organiser: Resilience Group 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated details to all BCC members. 
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ACTION Completed: Update, no post from the resilience group available to share on FB 
A McIntyre to attend  
 
Formartine Community Council Forum 
Date/time: Wed 19 February 2025 18:30 - 20:00 
Location: Online (Teams) 
Description: Regular Forum meeting 
Organiser: AC 
ACTION Completed: C Wood circulated details to all BCC members, resent to E Phipps and D 
Wallace with reminder of reports submission date from AC. 
E Phipps, D Wallace with report and A McIntyre (TBC) to attend  
 Boards 
 
12. New Correspondence & Communications 
Request to add a Girl Guiding recruitment poster to Whitecairns notice board  
ACTION Completed: BCC to decided it is OK to go on to the notice boards and possibly other posters 
that. could be shared. 
J Fletcher (Balmedie) and M Brown (Whitecairns) to be drop off points for posting on the notice 
boards. 

 
13. AOB 
Website Carried over actions 
ACTION Ongoing: C Wood to update the bench locations and add upcoming benches and 
noticeboards. (check with G Drummond for correct information) 
16th January 20025 Action Completed: C Wood emailed G Drummond 
Plants 
Action Ongoing: promote other gardening funding. Monitor the following page for updates in 2025 on 
gardening funding and publicise. 
https://www.communitycouncils.scot/news/2024/action-earth-grants-available-for-environmental-
projects 
ACTION Completed: Formartine Rural Partnership (FRP) small grants for gardening groups direct 
email / publicise 
UPDATE: Blackdog conformed they were successful in their application to FRP 

 
Meeting closed 20:53 
 
NB These December 2024 minutes were approved at the 20th January 2025 BCC Meeting. 
Next BCC Meeting Monday 17th February 2025 at 6:30pm F2F at Balmedie Leisure Centre and 
Online Teams (resources permitting)   
Visitors welcome. 
Belhelvie Community Council 
Email:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com for the phone-in number or Teams Link 
Web: www.belhelviecc.org.uk  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil 
Meetings: belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html 

 

https://www.communitycouncils.scot/news/2024/action-earth-grants-available-for-environmental-projects
https://www.communitycouncils.scot/news/2024/action-earth-grants-available-for-environmental-projects
mailto:belhelviecommunitycouncil@hotmail.com
http://www.belhelviecc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/BelhelvieCommunityCouncil
https://belhelviecc.org.uk/meetings.html

